The Northern Reflection
President’s Message
Submitted by Peggy Stewart

It seems like just yesterday, when I agreed in
the summer of 2016, to let my name stand
again as President of WLHCA for a year. I had
served as President from 2004 to about 2009.
During that time, I was Coordinator of Summer
Events and at one time and did membership
and the newsletter as well. I continued to act as Summer
Events Coordinator but interest dwindled over the years. I
have invested a great deal in this organization, because I
see how important it is to connect as cottagers, protect the
lake and its’ environment that we love so much and pass it
on in good shape to the next generation and future cottagers. One of the important avenues of change is to find ways
to foster social connections between cottagers. I have been
blessed over the years with the connections I have made, so
many of them helping to do the work of WLHCA and many
becoming friends and respected colleagues in the process.
As one year has turned into three, I have decided my role of
President of WLHCA will end in August. While it has been a
very busy time, the reward has been working with such exemplary members of the WLHCA executive and meeting so
many interesting cottagers who are like minded in their commitment to Wollaston Lake and its environment.
Another executive member who has worked hard for WLHCA for many years has been Celina Clark. Unfortunately, for
our organization, Celina and her husband Rick have moved,
leaving another important role to fill on our slate of officers.
Celina joined the executive in 2008 as secretary. Always
aware of the lake and wildlife, Celina worked on the executive of WLHCA as Director of Environment from 2010 to
20012. In the fall of 2012, she took over publishing the
newsletter and the website and became Director of Communication but continued to play an active role in advocating for
the Environment. She became an amazing digital technologist and seemed to adapt to all the new communication
technology and often acted as technology resource person
for some of the executive. Additionally, when her husband
Rick Clark, organized and ran The Young Stewards’ Environmental Camp, she became a very active volunteer and
tireless supporter. While Celina has not been able to continue over the winter as our Director of Communication and
that position has remained vacant, she has continued to
help us out. Since she left, she has continued to be of assistance to WLHCA by posting information the website when
WLHCA needed to communicate to our members. It will be
a challenge to find someone to take over her role. I remind
myself there are so many skilled and knowledgeable members of WLHCA who may have similar expertise, that they
might be willing to share. We just have to find and connect

with them. Please let us know if there is someone that you
know that may “fill the bill”, and encourage them to contact
us.
This will certainly be a time of change for WLHCA, as another long serving member of our executive will be leaving. Bob
Ireland who has served on the executive for close to 20
years as Vice-president, will be leaving as well. He has
been a stalwart supporter of WLHCA and has offered sage
advice and counsel, as WLHCA has grown over the years.
He has seen WLHCA through the years when the formal
structure for the executive was consolidating. He lead a
project to research, plan, and initiate a septic inspection
plan for Wollaston Township by partnering with the township. He worked hard to foster positive relationships with
Wollaston Township, which WLHCA enjoyed for many
years. He made valuable contributions to the committee that
drafted WLHCA By-laws which had not been updated for
many years and were very outdated. One of Bob’s strong
roles was on the Slate of Officers Committee where each
year, following a search for candidates for the roles on WLHCA, he would present the list to the AGM to be voted on
by members attending. I am sure cottagers especially those
who have been on the lake for many years, will join me in
extending the appreciation of WLHCA, and the best of wishes to Bob, as he enjoys a well-earned rest and more time to
enjoy life on Wollaston Lake.
We have two areas of concern that seem to require considerable attention at the moment. One is the proposed mine in
Limerick township. The other is potentially an early warning
sign regarding the water quality of Wollaston Lake.

The mine in Limerick is still a serious threat as Dr. McBride,
who controls the large number of claims says that he has
found other investors to replace Pancon who had bowed out
before the deadline. So far we have shared the information
about the mine on our website and Facebook. Further information has been available in the Bancroft Now and Bancroft
Times newspaper. A task force of concerned lake associations in the area of Limerick, including WLHCA, have organized to research the implications of a mine. Monica
Nikopoulos on behalf of the Limerick Area Conservation Coalition (LACC) has also been actively working to prevent the
mine.
Members of the task force of local lake associations have
passed a resolution for their organization stating their opposition to the mine. I have drafted a resolution for the members of Wollaston Lake Home and Cottage Association and
included it as an attachment to the newsletter. It outlines
the rational to oppose the damage that could be done to our
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area from the mine. The mine would pose a serious threat to
wildlife, vegetation and waterways including those in the
Crowe Valley Conservation Areas far south as Lake Ontario.
After you read the draft of the resolution, please indicate on
the questionnaire that came with your request for membership fees, your feeling on this.
By having a large number of members from the lake organizations indicate they have serious concerns about a mine in
our area, it should become very clear to our political representatives that they need to take action that will prevent the
development of the mine. One of next steps, is to seek a resolution from each municipality by approaching each municipality in the area to encourage them to adopt a resolution as
well. This has already begun. I will post on Facebook when
the delegation to Wollaston Township will happen. The Task
Force has worked at carefully crafting a template of a resolution that could be used as a guide by each Municipality to create their resolution. Another step is to contact politicians at
the provincial and federal level to let the know our concerns
about the mine at Limerick. Another step will be to take the
strong support reflected in the resolutions and approach Hasting County and work with them to make necessary changes
to prevent a mine from being developed. All this will require
considerable work in months to come and connecting with
groups and agencies in addition to local municipalities, such
as: The Crowe Valley Conservation Authority, indigenous
representatives, The Ministry of Northern Development and
Mines (MNDM), and government agencies. To learn more
about the environmental Impacts that can be possible in mining ventures check out
http://www.MiningWatch_Canada.ca.stay-touch.
Your support is important. Please read the Resolution about
the Limerick Mine on the sheet that comes with your newsletter. Take the time to check the box with the question about
the mine. The question will be found on the bottom of the contact information sheet with your newsletter that asks you to
update contact information. Many members have already
indicated to me that they oppose the mine. Join them by making sure that when you fill out the sheet, that you also indicate
your feelings on a mine in Limerick. If you get your newsletter
by email please send your response to
WLHCA.news@gmail.com. We hope the resolution will reflect
strong support from our membership.
As WLHCA goes forward, I am sure it will take on
additional/new directions as new members join the executive.
At present, WLHCA sees that its ongoing focus is to act as an
advocate for the Wollaston Lake environment including water
quality. One of our main initiatives has been the Blue Lakes
Project which recognizes and encourages the stewardship
behaviours that will work towards improving the well-being of
Wollaston Lake. When we were chosen as a Blue Lakes pilot
lake, it provided us with access to programs end relationships
with environmental experts that provide information about

how to maintain and improve the well-being of our lake including programs such as Love Your Lake, Natural Edge and
Shoreline Garden design. Find further information at
www.bluelakes.ca. Last year, Leora Berman from The Land
Between presented an excellent workshop that helped us to
understand the various shoreline conditions and the related
needs for natural plants. She explained how to create shorelines that are attractive gardens, while at the same time create buffers for storm runoff and habitats for smaller creatures.
The workshop also provided information on the need for continued efforts to reduce and remove milfoil which also present
challenges to water quality. As we continue to focus on plans
to maintain and possibly improve the water quality in Wollaston Lake, we continue to work closely with programs such as
Blue Lakes and Love Your Lake. Watch for more information
to come to keep the momentum going. Make sure you read
further information about water testing, factors affecting water
quality and about the Blue Lakes ecolabel in the Lake Steward’s Report by Fred McConnell. We hope to have a Blue
Lakes workshop in late July with Leora Berman on how to
build on our knowledge of Wollaston Lake and its shoreline
and continue our work with removing milfoil with Fred McConnell.
Thank you for staying in touch by reading the newsletter.
Help us to keep good records by sending back the contact
information with your membership fees which we hope to
keep at the low amount of $25.00. Join us for the breakfast at
the AGM on August 18. We look forward to meeting you. It is
a great opportunity to meet other cottagers. Please consider
acting as a volunteer on the WLHCA executive. You will find
a great group of colleagues with whom to work. Contact us
through WLHCA.news@gmail.com or contact one of the executive members or your road captain and let us know you
can help.
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Lake Steward Report
Celebrating our Accomplishments – Addressing the Challenges
Submitted by Fred McConnell

- Wollaston Lake is honored
to have been selected as one of a select group
of Blue Lakes pilot lakes. This important “Ecolabel” recognizes leadership in Ontario lake stewardship. Look for additional information about our
community celebration event this summer.
Wollaston Lake has and continues to be blessed by very good
water quality thanks in no small part to the very special natural environment we inherited, monitored for many years by
water quality testing supported by the Federation of Ontario
Cottage Associations (FOCA) and the Wollaston Lake Home
and Cottage Association (WLHCA).
Pioneers in the area of lake stewardship, FOCA and the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) piloted, in 1993,
one of the first programs for lake stewardship in Ontario. This
eventually lead to the formalization of the partnership with the
Ontario Ministry of Environment (MOE) in the Lake Partner
Program (LPP) and a database of testing results dating back
to 2008.
The WLHCA has been an active participant in the LPP since
its inception with a database of 10 years of water quality data.
We have an active and engaged association with membership
consistently in excess of 50% of the Wollaston lake front property owners. We also have a tradition of education/awareness
programs such as the young stewards environmental camp
and the shoreline garden design and Invasive milfoil workshop.
Blue Lakes is an ecolabel promoting a code of conduct to encourage stewardship of Ontario lakes. Everyone plays a role
in Blue Lakes! Watch for the kick off survey and more information coming throughout the summer.
An Ecolabel:
is a “seal” or label that assists the market to identify products
or services as being less harmful to the environment than others. It requires certain indicators of sustainability or ecotourism
Ecolabels help consumers make environmentally responsible
choices and encourage improvements and set standards
The Business case (based on the experience of the Blue Flag
ecolabel for marinas):
It is known that a clean safe environment drives the local
economy, and the Blue Flag has been shown to safeguard a
prosperous economy presently and for future generations
A survey of Blue Flag marinas showed that 82% of respondents preferred an intact environment

Tourists are increasingly choosing environmentally friendly
resorts
The Blue Lakes ecolable promotes a code of conduct in environmental stewardship in the following areas:
1. Shoreline Health
Clearing/restoring/evaluating. A net improvement towards achieving a target percentage of the basin in a
natural state
2. Citizen Science Monitoring
Lake Partner Program at minimum, angler diaries,
breeding birds, loon watch, turtle tallies, etc.
3. Nutrient and Input Management
E.coli, septic health/pump outs and up to date systems,
reduced hardening of surfaces, responsible lawn care,
reduced road salt near lakes
4. Communications and Social Outreach
Provide Best Management Practices and State of the
Resource reports to waterfront property owners, and educational content
5.

Habitat Management
Promote better boating practices to protect loon and fish
habitat, responsible levels of noise and fireworks, reduced night lighting for wildlife and human health, habitat enhancement projects

6.

Invasive Species Management
Management plan, education and projects

One of the programs to promote shoreline health within the
Blue Lake ecolabel is the “Love Your Lake” program from Watersheds Canada. This program builds on the healthy shoreline workshop of 2018 by conducting an assessment the
Wollaston Lake shoreline. Shoreline properties are assessed
by students from a boat using GIS and GPS technology. A
report is provided of the lake shoreline relative to a 75% naturalization target and opportunities for improvement are identified. The following link provides additional information:
https://watersheds.ca/our-work/love-your-lake/
While we have good reason to celebrate, we are faced with a
number of challenges that potentially threaten the medium
and long term health of Wollaston Lake so we can’t afford to
rest on our past accomplishments.
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These include but are not limited to negative pressure on the
Lake Trout population and Water quality, invasive species,
increase in algae, and changing water temperature due to
climate change.
The following is the 2018 Water quality report which has been
reviewed and approved by the MOECP.
In Summary:
- Water testing of Phosphorus, Water Clarity, Calcium and
Dissolved Oxygen
o Phosphorus – While Satisfactory according to MOECC
Guidelines there appears to be a change in the traditional pattern
▪ Actions – Continue the detailed water quality lab
analysis started with the MOECP in 2018, continue
to test Phosphorus monthly through the LPP
o Water Clarity – Less Than Satisfactory for the second
consecutive year compared to previous years
▪ Action(s) – Form a Partnership with the UOIT (now
the University of Ontario Institute of Technology)
and/or Trent University faculty of Environmental
studies specializing in Algae research.
o Calcium – Satisfactory according to MOECC Guidelines
o Dissolved Oxygen – Continued Potential Cause for
Concern According to MOECC Guidelines
▪ Action(s) – Conduct a Lake Trout Population study
in partnership with the MNRF

part of the lake. For Canadian Shield lakes, this is the best
way to consistently assess year-to-year trends, since the
water is unstratified (i.e. uniformly mixed) due to the “spring
turnover.” For 2015 and 2016, with the agreement of the
MOECC, we sampled phosphorus monthly during the
summer season to assess whether the lake behaves more
like a non-Canadian Shield lake i.e. exhibits more seasonal
variation in phosphorus. In 2018, again with the agreement
of the MOECP, we returned to a monthly sampling.
For our own additional sampling program (“WLHCA
Program”) we also measure phosphorus levels in the three
main lake basins in midsummer (July) and in the fall
(September): the Main Lake, Second Lake, and Third Lake.
Since 2015, we had been using an analytical lab (Trent
University at Dorset) which had allowed us to measure
down to much lower levels of Phosphorus. The Dorset lab
ceased operating in 2018 so we moved our additional
testing to the Caduceon lab in Ottawa at the
recommendation of Watersheds Canada. At the same time,
we added another sampling point at the inlet of the Deer
river to Wollaston lake. The Caduceon results in 2018 were
for control purposes to ensure alignment of procedures and
results with the LPP labs.

For 2018, the WLHCA tested four water quality parameters:
Total Phosphorus, Water Clarity, Calcium, and Dissolved
Oxygen. The Lake Steward requested that the MOE conduct
Dissolved Oxygen and detailed water quality testing to
ensure calibration of WLHCA test data. Despite not being
funded to do so the MOE completed the requested testing in
July and September.
Prior to 2015, under the Lake Partner Program (LPP), we
sampled for phosphorus once a year in early May in the main
The Significance of Phosphorus
Phosphorus is a vital nutrient for the growth of
plants and algae and is a critical measure of the
nutrient status of the lake. Excessive levels have
the potential to trigger unwanted growth of plants
and algae blooms.
To prevent such problems, it is important to keep
the phosphorus below 10 micrograms per litre
(ug/L), which is the Ministry objective for our lake.

* May 30 result is an outlier suspected to be inaccurate and
is not included in the average.
** Historical averages for WLHCA program could not be calculated since most results prior to 2015 were less than the
detection limit of the lab. Wollaston program for 2018 is for
control purpose of establishing a new lab (Caduceon) as
Trent U Dorset lab ceased operations.
This year’s Lake Partner and MOE phosphorus result was
satisfactory, 7.2 ug./L. (micrograms per litre), although
above the historical average of 6.7 ug/L but better than the
2017 average of 7.6 ug/L. The 2018 results are not typical of
a Canadian Shield lake which typically start and end the
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season somewhat higher (usually around 6 ug/L and this
year 8.8 ug/l in July), but settling down from June to
September to relatively consistent lower levels (around 7
ug/L). The phosphorus levels in Wollaston lake have
consistently ranged from 6.0 to 8.5 in the 15 years since
2003, when the program started to use filtered samples.
Main Lake was higher in July, at 8.8 ug./L. but recovered to a
satisfactory level of 6.5 in September. Historically, the Third
Lake has tended to show higher phosphorus levels which
may be due to the shallower depth.

Phosphorus levels at the spring turnover and through
the summer season continue to be satisfactory
according to MOECC guidelines but are trending above
the historical average until 2016.

For the Lake Partner Program, we measure water clarity
about every 2-3 weeks from May to October, using a Secchi
disk. Clarity, measured in meters, can reflect changing
phosphorus levels: increased phosphorus stimulates more
algae growth which in turn decreases clarity. Typically,
oligotrophic – or unproductive - lakes (like Wollaston) have
phosphorus at less than 10 ug/L and Secchi readings of
greater than 5 meters. The MOE attended on site on July 26,
2018 and September 27, 2018 with Secchi readings of 3.5 m
and 5.2 m, in line with the WLHCA readings. In 2018 there
were a higher than usual number of reports of filamentous
algae.

Clarity was less than satisfactory overall for the second
year in a row. It was average at the beginning of the season, reflecting higher phosphorus levels and then
dropped in August – possibly due to the higher than average rainfall per single occurrence which probably
caused additional runoff into the lake.
Note: Historical results available on MOECC’s web site at
http://www.desc.ca/programs/LPP

C) Calcium (Lake Partner Program)
Calcium is measured in early May as part of the Lake Partner Program. We are looking for high levels of calcium to
maintain a healthy population of zooplankton organisms
(such as Daphnia - water fleas), as well as other animals
with shells or exoskeletons (such as snails and crayfish).
These are all important food sources for fish and larger
aquatic animals. According to MOECC, the critical lowest
survival threshold is 1.5 mg/L and “Many lakes on the Precambrian Shield in Ontario are nearing or have recently
crossed (below) this important threshold…. 35% of 770
Ontario lakes are below it.” (MOECC)
Our historical readings for Wollaston show that we have
been fortunate to have abundant calcium levels – averaging
27.2 mg/L from 2008 to 2016. The lake is therefore unlikely
to suffer from depletion of daphnia or other crustaceans due
to lack of Calcium.

Results

At 27.5 mg/L, the 2018 calcium result for Wollaston Lake was
consistent with the 9-year prior average of 26.7 mg/L (8
samples); none was below 25 mg/L. These levels are well
above the critical threshold and therefore very satisfactory.

As anticipated, water clarity reflected phosphorus levels,
starting off with relatively low clarity in May, and improving
in early July only to fall in August as the summer
progressed. The annual average was slightly less than
satisfactory (i.e. less than 5 meters) and below the
historical average.

Calcium levels in Wollaston Lake continue to be
satisfactory according to MOECC guidelines.

Adequate dissolved oxygen is important for the survival of
lake trout population present in the deeper, colder layer of
the main lake. The MOECC guideline for lake trout lakes is
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an average of 7mg/l in the cold layer known as the
hypolimnion. The average is calculated from a complete
depth profile dataset as the “mean volume-weighted
hypolimnetic dissolved oxygen” (MVWHDO).
Using an electronic probe rented from Hoskins Scientific
and calibrated by the MOECP, the MOECP measured
dissolved oxygen and temperature every meter from the
surface down to the lake bottom, at the deepest part of the
Main Lake (about 30 meters). The measurements were

“excessive plant and algae growth, resulting
in a loss of water clarity, depletion of dissolved oxygen and a loss of habitat for species of cold water fish such as lake trout.”
Source: MOECC Lakeshore Capacity Assessment Handbook

taken in September 2018, when dissolved oxygen tends to
reach its lowest levels in a stratified lake. The fall profile is
shown in the graph below.
Given the potentially concerning readings of 2017 the
WLHCA requested (April 22, 2018) the MOECP to conduct
the dissolved oxygen testing in Wollaston lake for 2018.
They agreed, and conducted the testing in September 2018.
For September 2018 the average level (MVWHDO) based on
the MOECP test was calculated as 6.2 mg/L, which is below
the Ministry standard of 7mg/L, below the previous 2015 WLHCA average of 6.7 mg/L and the 2013 average of 6.6 mg/L
when the MOECC previously tested. While all three of these
averages are below the Ministry standard, the average in

2018 is at a level where lake trout populations become
stressed.
While this is the second test in two consecutive years
indicating a decline, it is important to note that this is not
enough to be able to determine if this is the start of a
sustained downward trend.
While it is not possible, at this time, to conclude the cause of
the lower readings in 2017 and 2018 there are a number of
possible explanations. These include a net increase in the
total algae and plant matter in the lake (possibly due to the
increase in Eurasian milfoil), climate change effects (2016
and 2018 were warmer than normal summers with 2017
being a wetter than normal summer), or other reasons.

Conclusion
Readings for dissolved oxygen are lower than the
MOECC guidelines for deep cold lake trout lakes. The
Ministry conducted the testing in Wollaston Lake in
2018, and 2013. For 2019 the WLHCA will rent from
Hoskins Scientific and conduct the dissolved oxygen
tests with the same model of meter and probe utilized
by the MOECP.

Invasive Species
Eurasian Watermilfoil is a plant first introduced to the
Great Lakes in the 1970's that grows in water approximately
0-10 metres deep. It spreads rapidly, choking out other native plants and can in extreme cases make swimming, boating, fishing nearly impossible in infested areas of the lake.
Based on a first confirmed sighting of Eurasian watermilfoil
in 2016, the WLHCA, through the Federation of Ontario Cottagers Associations (FOCA) 2017 Aquatic Invasive Species
Program, arranged for a consultant to visit Wollaston lake
on August 18, 2017 to conduct a thorough review of the waterfront. The Full report is available on our web site.
Of 51 identified locations in Wollaston Lake, 73% contained
Eurasian Milfoil and it will undoubtedly continue to spread.
The WLHCA will be marking three beds which are located in
high boat traffic areas (9, 50, & 51 from the report) with yellow markers this summer. Please do not drive your boat inside the markers to avoid further spreading the milfoil from
these beds.
- Last summer had MNR junior rangers in to remove milfoil
- Special rakes are available for borrowing, and guidelines on how to remove milfoil in front of your property

Zebra Mussels
Zebra mussels were also introduced to the Great Lakes likely through ships, and are now recognized as an invasive
species that can out-compete native mussels and other filter
feeding invertebrates for food putting their survival at risk. In
addition, they can clog water intake pipes and make swimWollaston Lake Home and Cottage Association
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Zebra Mussels, continued from page 11
ming quite unpleasant due to their very sharp edges. They
were found in the second and third lakes in 2016. The invasive species testing conducted in August of 2016 produced
positive results for the zebra mussel veligers (larvae) in all 5
locations tested. 2017 appears to be the year that zebra
mussels have established a full presence in all parts of Wollaston lake with numerous sightings being reported in the
main lake in addition to the second and third lakes. Unlike
the Eurasian watermilfoil there is nothing currently known
that can be done to remove/slow the spread of this invasive
species.

“Rules of the Road” for Canoe
Operators
Submitted by Peggy Stewart

An article by Jaclyn Law and printed in Cottage Life December 11, 2018, has come to my attention that highlights changes to laws governing the use of canoes.
On Nov. 15, 2018, an Ontario judge ruled that canoes are
“vessels” under the Criminal Code of Canada, making
them subject to the country’s impaired driving laws. Previously, the Criminal Code had only applied these laws
to motorized road vehicles. The Code also had no clear
definition for the term “vessel.”
The historic ruling is related to the tragic death of an eightyear-old Huntsville boy. On April 7, 2017, Thomas Rancourt
drowned after the canoe he was riding in overturned in the
Muskoka River. The man he was with, David Sillars, was
charged with impaired operation of a vessel causing death,
operating a vessel with a blood-alcohol level over 80 milligrams causing death, dangerous operation causing death
and criminal negligence causing death. At the start of his trial, the court first had to settle the question of whether the
Criminal Code applies to canoes. Had the judge ruled that a
canoe is not a vessel, only the charge of criminal negligence
causing death would have been upheld. (Sillars has pleaded
not guilty to all four charges; his case is ongoing.)
Rancourt’s death has brought renewed attention to the risks
of drinking and boating. We asked Sgt. Paul Csanyi, an officer with the Marine & Search Incident Response Team at
Halton Regional Police Service, about this and
other safety issues.
What are the dangers of drinking and boating?

Any intoxicant, whether it be drugs or alcohol, can impair
your ability to operate a vehicle safely and effectively. For
recreational boating, the weather is a compounding factor,
with the sun and the swaying of the vessel. They all contribute to impairing your ability.
What’s the legal blood alcohol limit for operating a
boat?
The same rules that apply on land apply on water: the legal
limit across Canada is 80 milligrams per 100 millilitres of
blood.
Is alcohol allowed on canoes?
Transporting sealed bottles, cans, or containers of alcohol
or liquor would be permissible – an individual transporting
alcohol to a neighbour’s cottage across the bay, for example. The general rule for consuming alcohol on vessels is
that the vessel requires three elements: it must have sleeping accommodations, it must have permanent cooking facilities, and it must be at anchor or moored at a dock. With a
canoe, it’s next to impossible to satisfy the first two requirements.
What happens if you’re caught impaired in a canoe?
You’d be looking at the same fines and statutory requirements as you would if stopped in your car, except impound-
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Rules of the Road for Canoe Operators continued from
page 13
ment — we don’t really impound vessels. Your driver’s
license would be suspended, even though it’s a canoe. Then
you’re at the mercy of the courts. They have at their disposal
monetary fines, probation time, license suspension and/or
custody, depending on your criminal record, if there’s personal injury involved, and other mitigating circumstances.
Those are all factors at sentencing.
When people go out in a canoe, what should they bring?
First and foremost is personal flotation devices (PFDs) or life
jackets. Also paddles for propulsion, a bailing bucket and, if
you’re going to be in open waters, flares or a flashlight.
There should be one PFD per person, right?
Yes, one per person, and ideally we’d like to see people
wearing them, as opposed to just having them. Wear the life
jacket — that’s what’s going to save you.
Each PFD also needs to be approved by Transport Canada
or the Canadian Coast Guard. Look for the label. With our
proximity to the U.S., a lot of people buy PFDs there, and
unfortunately they’re not approved in Canada. Anything approved by the United States Coast Guard will keep you
afloat, but it’s not approved for Canada. We try to educate
people on that.
What about PFD sizes?
Each PFD must be appropriate for the person’s size. PFDs
have a size and weight rating. So if you have a child’s PFD
and the only person on board is an adult, that’s not compliant.
One problem is that, for infants, there’s no PFD approved in
Canada for them to wear. There are PFDs for infants available in the U.S. — people on pleasure craft and larger boats,
if they have infants on board, they bring those. It’s tough to
be critical of that when there’s nothing in Canada approved
for that age category.
What other canoeing safety tips can you share?
Weather is always a huge factor. I highly recommend checking the forecast before setting out. Especially on Lake Ontario, we come across canoeists, kayakers, and stand-up
paddle-boarders who get blown out too far. It looks like a
nice, calm day along the shore, but a strong offshore breeze
slowly blows them out to a point where the weather exceeds
their capability to return.
Stay within your abilities. Also, try to canoe in known areas
such as lakes, rivers, streams — smaller bodies of water
that a canoe is really designed for. When encountering

waves, try and take them head on, as opposed to broadside, for more stability.
A canoe is one of the more unstable platforms to be out on
in the water. Keep your centre of gravity low. And try to canoe with two people at all times. The front person gets in
first and is always the last out. That keeps the weight nearest to the centre of the canoe — the front seat is closer to
the centre. Also, stay hydrated and dress appropriately for
the weather.
What about the dangers of cold water?
I can speak to Lake Ontario. It takes quite a long time for
the lake to warm up – not until later in July and August,
even September. You might be out on a nice sunny day in
May, June, even early July, where the temperature might
be 80 degrees, but water is still 45, 50 degrees, so it’s deceiving. Hypothermia is always a consideration.
What if my canoe overturns?
Stay with the canoe, and if you haven’t ventured too far
from shore, try to swim and push the canoe back to shore.
If my canoe gets blown too far offshore, and I have a
cell phone, who should I call?
Call 911 or *16. *16 will put you in touch with the Joint Rescue Coordination Centre. For Ontario, it’s in Trenton, and
they would deploy help.
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To Be A Turtle In Ontario
Submitted by Kelly Wallace

The lay of the land for the Ontario Turtles and other species
at risk has significantly changed from this time last year. If
you have been following the provincial governments proposed amendments to the 'Endangered Species Act' (ESA)
via ‘Bill 108 Schedule 5’ you know the changes are being
referred to as the 'Pay to Slay' law, because land developers
could pay a small fee to proceed with work in fragile habitats
regardless of what officially designated species at risk inhabit
the area. I would encourage you to please follow 'Ontario
Nature' on Facebook or join their mailing list
at ontarionature.org to be kept apprised of developments.
The provincial government has made it clear they view turtles
and other species at risk as holding up economic development. It is for this reason more then ever that our efforts to
help the Ontario Turtles are so important for their survival.
The following is information I feel is important to remind
and/or make people aware of as we venture into another turtle season.

If you stop to help a turtle please ensure your safety, your
passengers safety and the safety of the other motorists on
the road. Pull off the road onto the shoulder as far as possible and put on your hazard lights. If there is no shoulder drive
until you find one and safely double back on foot. A safety
vest is recommended to increase visibility as well as gloves
for when handling a turtle or sanitary wipes if you choose not
to wear gloves. Always move the turtle in the direction the
turtle was headed even if it makes no sense to you.

Did you know Ontario has a turtle hospital? If you encounter
an injured turtle 'no matter where you live in Ontario or what
part of it you may be visiting' please call the Ontario Turtle
Conservation Centre (OTCC) at 705-741-5000. Their trained
staff will assess the situation and determine the best course
of action.

If a turtle needs to be admitted to the OTCC it is always appreciated if you can drive the injured turtle to Peterborough
but if you are not able to there is a "Turtle Taxi" and a ride
will be arranged via the OTCC network of 'Taxi Turtle' volunteers. OTCC is always looking for volunteers should you be
interested in helping the turtles this way during turtle season.
To find out more contact OTCC via 705-741-5000 or e-mail
volunteer@ontarioturtle.ca.

If during your travels in Ontario you find an injured turtle it is
important to note that although a turtle may look to have sus-

tained injuries beyond hope to you this it is very often not
the case. The turtles shell being comprised of upwards of 50
bones can actually heal, depending on the severity of the
injuries.
Turtles have a very unique body chemistry. Part of this being a slow metabolism that can result in it taking days,
weeks or longer for a turtle to actually succumb to injuries
sustained by a motor vehicle strike, meaning a slow and agonizing death. In the case of a turtle struck by a motor vehicle we as concerned citizens 'do not' have the medical
expertise to determine if a turtle is truly DEAD. It would take
a medical professional being a vet or individuals specifically
trained in such matters to accurately determine when and if
a turtle is DEAD. A turtles shell could be cracked and broken in many pieces and there may be internal damage but
even in this horrible state a turtle can remain ALIVE. The
determination that a turtles heart has stopped often requires
an EGG to accurately determine this.
Rather than a turtle being left at a roadside or in a ditch to
slowly succumb to the intense heat of the sun while in such
a state, dehydration and pain from the injuries the kindest
thing that could be done for a turtle in this circumstance is to
call the OTCC. The final outcome may result in euthanasia
but thankfully the turtle would no longer be suffering. If the
turtle is a female and carrying egg, the OTCC vet would be
able to extract the eggs and if viable they would then be incubated. Later it is hoped there will be hatchings to be released at the point of origin, where the mother turtle was
originally located.

Think Turtle often gets
asked for written instructions for the turtle nest
protector we construct
and use. These instructions are now available in
a PDF file. If you would like to request a copy at 'no charge'
please get in touch via email thinkturtle@yahoo.com or supply an e-mail address by way of Facebook.
Thank you for looking out for the Ontario Turtles in the ways
that you do. Be safe on the roads!
Kelly Wallace, Think Turtle Conservation Initiative
Facebook: thinkturtleci
Cell: 647-606-9537
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Welcome to the

“Our Family is Waiting to Welcome Yours”
The Challinor Family

RED EAGLE
FAMILY CAMPGROUND

Your Affordable Alternative to Cottage Living

Call: 613.337.5587

Propane fill station on site
Clearwater shop blue 5 gallon water jugs
Cottage Rentals
Convenience store with ice
Kawartha Dairy Ice Cream & Snack Shop
Free boat launching
Boat, motor & canoe rentals
Controlled access
Canada Day Celebrations
Canada Day Fireworks on Wollaston Lake on Sunday
June 30th, 2019 at Dusk.
Please note:
The boat launch will close at 2pm on June 30th until
after cleanup on July 1st

FAMILY FUN

EVEN MORE FUN

S A FE

B E A CH

NEW R

AREA

V SALE

S

PRE-OWNED RV SALES

C O TTA

GE RE

N TAL S

www.campredeagle.ca
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Membership Report
Submitted by Mary Byrne

For many of us, spring is our ‘new year’ as it
brings the beginning of another cottage season.
We return to our beautiful Wollaston Lake, tidy
up our properties, turn the water back on, perform some road maintenance, and reconnect
with old friends.
An important task to put on your cottage opening list, is to
submit your annual membership fee. The fee for 2019 is
$25. This is payable in several ways:
• Through an electronic payment, from your bank to:
wlhca.membership@gmail.com
• Through your Road Captain
• By mail to: WLHCA, PO Box 249, Coe Hill, K0L 1P0
Your membership fees support the activities of the Lake Association, such as the costs of water quality testing, memberships with the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’
Associations, and supporting community events such as the
July Canada Day fireworks hosted by Red Eagle Family
Campground.
Once paid, an eligible member becomes a member in good
standing. This allows you to attend, and vote, at the Annual
General Meeting held in the summer. Thank you to those
who have already submitted their 2019 fees.
The number of eligible members is 264. In 2018, 149 members, or 56.4%, paid their annual fees.

Thanks to our Road Captains for assisting with collecting
membership fees. Your Road Captains are:
● Chescher Lane - Marilyn Brickles
● Clayton Cove Road - Natalie Baker
● Corral Post Lane - Bruce Varty
● Ferguson Bay Lane - Anne Ireland
● Gilbert Bay Lane, Mumby Lane, and Sherwin Lane –
Angela and Tom Baltkois
● Kendon Lane - Beryl Lee
● Lawrence Lane - Mary Hogg
● Maple Ridge Lane - Peggy Stewart
If your road is not listed as having a captain, this is your opportunity to get involved! As a Road Captain, you will get to
know the others on your road, and help foster involvement
and communication. Volunteers are needed for:
Anson lane
Beach lane
Betty Court
Betty Lane
Big Island
Chescher Court
Chescher Cresc
Clayton Cove
Embury Lane
Stephenson Lane
The Ridge Road
The South Road
If you are new to Wollaston Lake, or there is a new person on your road, we would like to welcome you with a
Welcome Kit that includes a Blue Recycling Box and a
booklet on Wollaston Lake and Coe Hill.
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday August
18, at the Coe Hill Legion. Registration and breakfast will
begin at 9:30am, with the meeting to start at 10am. All members are encouraged to attend. The event is included in your
paid membership; you can pay at the door. Let us know if
you will be attending.

E-Transfers are an increasingly popular way for members to
pay fees. Your e-transfer should be sent to:
wlhca.membership@gmail.com
Your bank will ask you to assign a security question and
answer. An example of security question that you can use
is:
Q: What is the name of our Lake?
A: Wollaston
If you use a different question and answer, please don’t forget to send the answer to the email address, otherwise the
payment cannot be processed.

Your Director of Membership is Mary Byrne. Please contact
me for any enquiries, payments, to update your contact information, or other general correspondence related to membership:
by email at: wlhca.membership@gmail.com
or by mail: WLHCA
PO Box 249
Coe Hill, On K0L 1P0
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The Little Gallery That Could
Submitted by Molly Moldovan

Located at 10 Flint Avenue
in Bancroft (just off the
main street downtown), the
Art Gallery of Bancroft
might be one of the bestkept secrets of the region! For nearly 40 years the AGB has
been promoting art and the creatives who make art in our
area: mounting monthly exhibitions; hosting artist talks and
workshops by featured artists; and, is home to an interesting
and eclectic gallery shop filled with work by local artisans
and artists.
The AGB also has a permanent collection of considerable
depth, some of which is currently on view at Bancroft’s town
council chambers.
A curatorial committee arranges the exhibition schedule,
drawing largely on local and regional artists working in all
areas of artistic expression, including figuration, abstraction,
installation, all in a wide range of media. Exhibitions change
monthly with opening receptions on the first Friday of the
month.
The popular annual juried exhibition attracts a large entry of
exceptional quality, with prizes awarded in a variety of categories. The entire space overflows with amazing art for that
exhibition. Artists interested in submitting their work for consideration can find an entry form at
www.artgallerybancroft.ca.
Currently on at the AGB until June 1 is Anita Murphy’s exhibition of painting and sculpture, Exploration in Yellow.
Julie Withrow’s and Barbara Allport’s joint exhibition of
paintings, A Sense of Place, opens on June 5th and runs
until the 29th. You can meet both artists at the opening reception on Friday, June 7 at 7:30pm.
Holly Edwards’ exhibition of paintings titled, I've Used Up All
My Courage will run from July 3 to 27. The opening reception will take place Friday, July 5 at 7:30pm.
Carol Westcott’s Thin Places, an exhibition of paintings, will
be on view from July 31 to August 31, with the opening reception on Friday, August 2 at 7:30pm.
Kimberly Tucker’s exhibition of sculpture - Inheritance, will
be featured from September 4 to 28. The opening reception
will be on Friday, September 6 at 7:30pm.
Douglas Back’s Installation will take over the gallery’s main
space from October 2 to 26; opening reception Friday, October 4 at 7:30pm.
The AGB also hosts a number of interesting, fun and
creative workshops! Currently scheduled:
More information is available at www.artgallerybancroft.ca;
register at gallery desk or call 613.332.1542.

Like many small public galleries, the AGB exists because of
the energy and commitment of its volunteers. New volunteers learn the day-to-day business of the art gallery and

about each exhibition and the intent behind the artist’s work,
so that interactions with the visiting public become interesting and sometimes enlightening discussions. If you have
time to give, consider joining our group of dedicated volunteers.
The AGB operates as a non-profit public art gallery and
funds itself without municipal or arts council support. Memberships form the single largest component of the gallery’s
operating budget. Members have a vote at the annual general meeting, receive regular updates on events and a discount on gallery shop purchases. An AGB membership is
also an amazing gift to anyone in your life who is interested
in art and culture. Most important of all, your membership
supports the AGB’s ongoing activities and, by extension, the
artists who exhibit there.
Membership ranges from a modest $20 up to $500, with tax
receipts available for memberships of $50 and up. You can
sign up online at: artgallerybancroft.ca/index.php/aboutagb/art-gallery-bancroft-membership or in person, at the
gallery’s front desk.
Molly Moldovan is a visual artist living and working in North
Kawartha since 1989. www.mollymoldovan.com
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An Immense Welcome
From the Artisans of the Apsley
Autumn Studio Tour
Submitted by Rachel Conlin

Come nourish your mind, body and soul, free of charge for
one spectacular weekend in September. You need not be
an artist, ‘into’ art, eclectic or even think you like art to enjoy
this weekend. All you need is to be yourself, relax, enjoy
and take it all in and I can assure you there will be something along the journey of this special weekend that will uplift you.
A welcome like never before, to the Apsley Autumn Studio
Tour, is awaiting the very special people who visit, cottage,
live and chance by the astounding scenic area known as
Apsley.
There are twelve stops along this picturesque route, ranging from Coe Hill in the north to Woodview in the south,
with Apsley in the centre. Winding country roads take you
to vistas overlooking lakes and hills and through quaint villages leading you to studios and workshops tucked away in
the woods, on hilltops, through pretty gardens and even an
historic church. There are twenty four artists and skilled
crafts people dispersed amidst the twelve studios, including
many new to the tour this year. Works range from wood
art, which include live edged pieces, paintings extending
from oil, abstract and acrylic, sculptures made from porcelain & ceramic, metal sculpture embracing rust pieces, mosaic art, photography, artisan wools & soap, glass blowing
& glass art, stained glass pieces, fibre arts from quilts to
silky scarves, pottery, jewellery and everything in between.
This weekend is for everyone. Slow down, savour the first
hints of autumn in the air and take it all in. There are a variety of little eateries and picnic stops en route. You may
choose to visit one studio or all. The weekend is yours.
Experience firsthand the passion these artisans put into
producing authentic pieces, pieces with meaning, with a
story, an inspiration.
I guarantee that you will bring something out of this weekend whether it is piece of mind, a special moment, a connection to nature or a cherished piece created by one of
these very talented individuals. This weekend promises to
please.
The Apsley Autumn Studio Tour is a free event, open to all
and runs the third weekend of September. This year’s date
is September 21 – 22. 10am to 5pm both days.
You may visit the website for more information on the artisans and the tour route at www.apsleystudiotour.com

Wollaston Council Cancels Private
Road Grant
Submitted by Peggy Stewart

The Township of Wollaston Council Meeting, on Monday,
March 4, 2019, reported in Item #9.4 of the minutes, that a
motion was moved by Tim Conlin and seconded by Lyn Kruger to withdraw funding for the Private Road Grants. This will
affect Wollaston Lake which has 260 property owners, on 22
private cottage roads. 17 of the cottage roads are privately
owned, with responsibility for all maintenance on the roads to
be paid for directly by these property owners. Only 5 roads
are maintained by the municipality.
In reviewing the audio recording of the council meeting, the
motion did not seem to have gone through a committee process, nor had there been any opportunity for public input into
the decision. No background information on the value of the
program was discussed nor were the many positive outcomes that the grant provided. Reeve Shaw indicated that it
was a matter of equity; that funding would be better spent
where everyone can benefit. This ignores the fact that property owners on public roads are provided with well-maintained roads to their property but property owners on private
roads do not. The treasurer at the time of March 4th council
meeting, indicated that funds were available in reserve to
cover the private road grants for 2019. The motion resolved
that the Council of Wollaston Township directs its staff to remove the Private Road Grant from the 2019 Budget. The
motion was carried by the council.
Road grants were very important to help defray costs of
maintaining cottage roads. They help to make the roads safer not only for families of property owners, but also for buses,
fuel trucks, service vehicles, and emergency vehicles such
as fire trucks and ambulances. The purchase of few extra
loads of gravel, or purchases such as culverts or other road
maintenance material, provided an incentive for property
owners to make additional improvements such as road widening, fixing problem spots, and clearing brush. Good use
was made of the funding. The grant amount per road was
based proportionately on the number of properties and required an invoice of the materials that had been purchased.
The amount was only a portion of the cost spent by road associations to maintain cottage roads, and was often funnelled
back into the local economy in Wollaston Township.
In response to letters expressing concern over the funding
withdrawal Reeve Shaw indicated that Hasting County Planning Office is consulted closely in making decisions, and that
council supports all lakes in the township. She said that
building the fire hall was a now a priority in budget planning
for Wollaston Township. While funding the new fire hall
should be a priority, it is hoped that it should not exclude
funding for roads, including those accessing cottage properties.
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Council Approves 79.1m (260)
Ft. Dock
submitted by Peggy Stewart

On May16, 2019, Wollaston Township announced a Special Meeting of council on May 21, 2019 where council was
to vote on a License Agreement and applicable bylaws which
would permit a 260 ft. dock to be built on Wollaston Lake.
There was little time for input or to make an appointment with
any council member to discuss the possible impact of building the dock on Wollaston Lake. One property owner, Sam
Purdy, obtained permission to speak by applying to present
as a delegation to the meeting, The License Agreement and
By-Law would provide access for Bear Ridge Resort Inc. to
the shoreline of Wollaston Lake via the shoreline allowance
and provide a permit to add 42.7 m. to the 36.4 m. of the existing dock for a total dock of 79.1 m (260 ft.). The dock will
be a 13.2 m wide (43.30 ft.) dock with 14 slips (each 4.9 m.
or 16.07 ft. wide) in addition to the 6 previous slips (total of
20 slips) providing space for double that number of watercraft. The following link is to information placed on the Wollaston township web site outlining the plans.
http://www.wollastontownship.ca/uploads/5/3/6/8/53687315/
2019-05-21_special_meeting.pdf
WLHCA has concerns and has advocated for an Environmental Impact Statement of Wollaston Lake before any development is considered.
Many property owners on Wollaston Lake wrote their concerns and sent them to the township. Reeve Shaw chaired
the meeting. Councillor Jay Morison, as owner of business
requesting approval of dock and Councillor Darlene Colton,
as a business associate declared a Pecuniary Interest and
were recused. Reeve Shaw indicated that she recognized
that this was a contentious issue for many constituents and
has read the letters sent to the township. Reeve Shaw also
commented that this issue had been shelved long enough.
Sam Purdy was introduced as a delegation. He presented
compelling arguments requesting council to delay the decision. He reminded council of the requirement that the decisions must be based on the Hastings County Official Plan
(OP) and the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) 2014 and
encouraged them not to make a hasty decision.
Mr. Purdy spoke of concerns that the council may not have
had sufficient expert advice to make this decision. He stated
that municipal decisions need to be consistent with the regulations and guidelines the OP and PPS. Multiple points needed to be considered, such as Wollaston Lake is an at
capacity, cold water, trout lake, making it more sensitive to
stresses, the regulations and guidelines in PPS need to considered and approval from related government agencies
need to sought. Mr. Purdy cautioned that no expert has pro-

vided a reliable and clear opinion about whether the dock
should be built. He asked that decisions on the dock be
postponed until council consults further with expert advice.
Reeve Shaw called for a vote on the proposal. Lynne Kruger and T. Conlin voted yes to approve License and Bylaws. Reeve Shaw indicated her vote was not required as
the two votes had already passed the motion. The meeting
was declared adjourned. You can hear the audio of the
Special Meeting of Council on May 21, 2019 by going to
www.wollastontownship.ca and click on to minutes and
agendas.

Bouys
Submitted By Rick Fox

Hello everyone the boating season is upon us
and now it is the time to ask for your help in
placing buoys. Some cottagers have identified, hazardous
areas caused by rocks around the lake and near your
homes/cottages. We voted on at the AGM last August to
provide buoys in some areas. We will purchase the buoys
as needed and help in the initial placing of them. We need
your help in telling us where these areas are and also taking responsibility for putting the buoys in every spring and
taking them out and storing them in the fall. We are also
going to mark some Eurasian Milfoil beds to help in slowing
the spread of this invasive species in our lake. We would
like your help that while boating on the lake you to try and
avoid these areas, which will be visibly marked, to keep you
from chopping it up and spreading it around the lake.
We are adding a disclaimer that although this initiative is
designed to make the lake safer for boating it in no way
makes the lake completely safe for boating. The ultimate
responsibility rests with the boat operator. You will still
need to use caution and good judgement while boating in
the lake as unmarked hazards will still exist. We hope to
see you on the lake and have a great summer.
Please contact us at wlhca.news@gmail.com
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In order to keep up with our
changing real estate
marketplace, I encourage you to
call me for a free, no obligation
opinion of the current value of
your property asset - be it
cottage, home or vacant land.

Office: (613) 337-8777
Toll Free: (888) 486-9992
Direct: (613) 334-6033
email: graham@blair.ca
www.cottagecountryrealty.com
Over 30 years listing & selling locally
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