Wollaston Lake Home and Cottage Association
P.O. Box 249, Coe Hill, On K0L 1P0
email - wlhca.news@gmail.com
website - www.wollastonlakehome.com

President's Message
submitted by Peggy Stewart
As I head into the fall season for my third year as president of Wollaston Lake Home and Cottage Association (WLHCA),
I continue to advocate along with our stalwart executive, for the protection of the well-being of Wollaston Lake. We need
to seek out stakeholders in the well-being of Wollaston Lake to join us in advocating for protections to keep the phosphorous levels low, to reduce storm water run-off, address and reduce the milfoil infestation, maintain the dissolved oxygen levels at optimal levels and maintain a healthy fish habitat. An important stakeholder would be Wollaston Township.
It was encouraging to read the contributions in our newsletter from many candidates in the upcoming municipal election
that reflected protection of Wollaston Lake. As stakeholders, a council committed to protecting Wollaston Lake, could
initiate studies to clarify threats to water quality or energize stakeholders to joint action to protect water quality.
WLHCA would also like to also like to provide activities that bring cottagers together like the Golf Tournament and Children’s Day and look forward to the day when renewed interest and volunteers come forward to help organize such
events. I have thought that one idea may be an interpretive canoe tour of different parts of Wollaston Lake with a leader
who could provide historic background and /or interpret the environment, the water plants, and fishing, diverse shorelines from the beaches at Kendon Lane to the Deer River where Wollaston Lake flows over the dam. If you would be interested in leading one of these ideas or have another idea, please contact us.
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) for WLHCA was held on August 19, 2018. It was gratifying and exciting to see the
record number of members (58) that attended the breakfast beforehand. A big thank you goes to Sheila and Nicole
Bickles and her terrific kitchen crew, who set up and cooked a delicious breakfast that got us off to a good start. It was
great to see that cottagers had time to socialize and enjoy learning about the experiences of fellow cottagers and renewing ties and friendships about the lake. If you are a new cottager on Wollaston Lake, I encourage you to connect
with others along your road and who share similar interests. I can attest that there are absolutely amazing individuals
with fascinating stories to tell about the lake, stories of their efforts to establish cottages in days gone by, others who are
finding a bit of rest from intriguing roles at work, and others who are becoming experts at cottage living and are successfully sorting out challenges with building and renovations. There is a story at the end of every dock, but so little time to
discover them all.
The big challenge for WLHCA this summer has been invasive species. Both Zebra Mussels and Eurasian Milfoil have
become well entrenched in Wollaston Lake. While there is not much that can be done to change the infestation of zebra
mussels other that developing strategies to adapt. I hear of cottagers putting covers of netting over water intake valves
to protect them from being blocked by mussels. Also, we have found it necessary to put on water shoes to our protect
feet from getting little nicks when walking in the water at the shore. Many boaters are making sure that they tilt up their
motors when not in use so that zebra mussels don’t get in and plug the motor.
We are more hopeful in making a difference with the Milfoil. The main two efforts led by Fred McConnell, Lake Steward
for WLHCA, have been education, to help cottagers to become knowledgeable about Milfoil and removal of milfoil to reduce its hold on the lake. WLHCA held a workshop Healthy Shorelines, organized by Fred, where Leora Berman provided background in our understanding of characteristics of our shoreline (see posting on WLHCA website reporting on
workshop). Fred McConnell provided information about Milfoil, explaining how it can be removed and demonstrated special rakes that had been purchased by WLHCA with Funding from the Federation of Ontario Cottage Associations (FOCA). WLHCA was very fortunate this year to be awarded the grant for $1200.00 from FOCA to assist us to help educate
cottagers about Milfoil and begin actions to remove it. Fred has also had a removal team of young rangers from The
MNR’s Young Rangers Program who worked with Fred all one day removing the milfoil at Ferguson’s Bay. Throughout
the summer Fred has taken the rakes and helped many cottagers who were removing the milfoil at their own shoreline to
get started. Make sure that you read, Fred McConnell’s, Lake Steward’s Report for further information. While there are
still many patches to remove, with the help of dedicated cottagers, we have made a great start.
Although the executive for WLHCA, is made up of a very small number of volunteers, we have been fortunate to have
exemplary and diligent members. Noteworthy among these has been Janet Galley who has been on the executive for
over 6 years, one year as secretary and since then as our Director of Membership. Janet has resigned to have more

The Northern Reflection
time for her new interests as a grandparent to a charming little fellow, Desmond. Janet has always contributed on a valued added basis , not only maintaining a sophisticated data base of all our members, recording fees paid, addresses
and emails to send the newsletter, but also stuffing envelopes, reconnecting and strengthening the road captain network, running surveys, and coordinating with the treasurer to deposit membership fees. In the past few years Janet has
spear headed with Celina Clark, our Communication Co-ordinator a Welcome Kit Programme for new members on the
lake which has a new blue box and a booklet of 35 pages of information valuable to newcomers. Thank you Janet for all
that you have done and best wishes for your new endeavours.
Another amazing volunteer on our executive has been Rick Clark. He served as president of WLHCA for over 10 years,
has been a tireless worker in support of environmental issues, organised and operated the WLHCA Young Steward’s
Environmental Camp for six years, this year being the final camp, running from July 16th to July 20th. Although he had
organized two camps each year, the number of participants for the younger aged group this year was down so much
this year that it was best to cancel it. The camp for the older children was great, with an outing to Magnificent Hill, a
working farm, and they learned roles of farming, raising goats, and vegetables in the environment in this area. Additional
outings to Camp Kawartha and a successful fishing trip to a favorite fishing hole was supplemented with activities such
outdoor exploration of rivers and streams, crafts, birds of Prey, flower identification, pressing, and appreciation. It will be
sad to see the end of the camp. While the camp had been a great experience for the children it was felt by the camp
directors and WLHCA that it had run its course. Children who started in the program 4 or 5 years ago had grown out of
the program and it seemed good planning to end on a high note. It took a lot of program planning, fund raising and budgeting on Rick’s part to cover the cost of the camp. It is a credit to him that he was able to enlist funding partners such
as the Township, Greenview Environment, Earle’s Excavating, Coe Hill Legion, and WLHCA to cover costs and enlist
amazing volunteers from WLHCA and the residents of Coe Hill. WLHCA supported Rick in developing and running the
camp and but agree all good things must come to an end. The work that Rick and his right hand helper Celina in creating the Young Stewards’ Environmental Camp is recognized as a model for other small Cottage Associations and communities as they provide summer activities for young people in
their area.
While we are always sad to see members of the executive leave,
the good side is that we have a chance to appreciate new ideas.
We are indeed fortunate to welcome Mary Byrnes to the role of
Director of Membership, as passed in the new slate of Officers, at
the AGM. Mary and her husband, Dave and two sons have enjoyed being cottagers on the lake on Coral Post Lane since 2005.
They enjoy a variety of lake and community activities, and getting
to know Coe Hill and Hasting County. At the cottage, they enjoy
fishing, paddling, learning to sail, water skiing and wakeboarding.
Mary is a licenced Civil Engineer and has worked several years in
the energy and utilities Industry. As her boys are becoming more
independent and some of the bigger renovations on the cottage
have been completed, Mary is interested in becoming more involved in the lake association and looks forward to her new role of Director of Membership.
Some cottagers have brought to the attention of the executive that many years ago, the lake association at that time,
had put buoys out on hazardous rocks. We have been asked to look at this as the original markers have either been lost
or become so damaged that they are unusable. Rick Fox, our treasurer, is looking into pricing new buoys and working
with interested cottagers who are near the hazardous rocks. There would need to be someone to take the buoys out in
the fall and put it back in in the spring after the ice goes out. In putting out the buoys WLHCA is not claiming to mark all
rocks that may pose a hazard, or that they will continue to be marked. Ultimately each boater is responsible for safe
boating including the avoidance of water hazards. We are also looking at buoys to mark no wake zones and large
patches of milfoil. Many boaters are becoming aware that when a boat goes through a milfoil bed it chops up fronds
from the milfoil plants, which then float away. Each one of the fronds can start a new plant. If we can get the word out to
avoid large patches of Milfoil with our boat propellers it should help to slow the spread of Milfoil.
The Municipal Election is fast approaching. Some cottagers do not realize that they can vote in a municipal election if
they own or rent property in a community as well as the community in which they live. The election will be held on October 22nd with voting in person at the municipal Office in Coe Hill. Many will have already voted by then by mail in ballot.
You should have received these in the mail after September 24th. Make sure that you follow the instructions carefully as
some ballots were spoiled in the last election. You should mail these ballots back by October 15th to ensure they will be
received in time. If you haven’t checked yet, or haven’t received your ballot, you should phone the township office at
613-337-573 to make sure you are on the voters list. You can register up to voting day. If you are not on the voter list
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already, there is a form on their website www.wollastontownship.ca and search “election”. Complete the form and send
it back by email/fax/dropoff.
If there is a postal strike on or before October 22, 2018 , it is your responsibility to deliver, courier, or bring your return
ballot to Wollaston Township Office, 90 Wollaston Lake Rd. Box 99, Coe Hill, On K0L1P0 before October 22nd or vote
in person at the municipal office on October 22nd.10:00 am to 8:00 pm.
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Notice of Election Information
Municipal Elections for the offices of:
Reeve - 1 to be elected
Graham Blair
Michael Fuerth
Barbara Shaw
Deputy Reeve - 1 to be elected
Lynn Kruger
Pall Ordanis
Councillor - 3 to be elected
Jim Alexander
Darlene Colton
Tim Conlin
Larry Legault
Rebecca Logan
Jay Morrison
Wendy Mortimer
Brian Summers

niciplaity but do not have a fixed address.
Vote-by-Mail: ballots will be mailed to 2 - As a non-resident elector if you
own or rent property in a municipality,
each elibible elector shown on the
but it's not the one where you live.
voters lists the week of September
You can only be a resend elector in 1
24, 2018.
municipality. However you can be a
Vote in Person: Wollaston Township non-resident elector in any other municipality (or municipalties) where you
Municipal Office, 90 Wollaston Lake
own or rent property.
Road.
3- As the spouse of a non-resident
elector if your spouse owns or rents
Voting Day: October 22, 2018 from
property in the municipality or munici10:00am to 8:00pm.
palities other than the one where you
live.
Who can Vote:
You are elibile to vote if you are a CaNeither you nor your spouse qualify
nadian citizen, aged 18 or older &
as a non-resident elector if you do not
qualify to vote in the municipality.
personally own or rent the property in
There are 3 ways that you can qualify the municipality. For example, if the
property is owned by your business
to vote in municipality:
or your cottage is owned by a trust,
1 - As a resident elector if you live in
the municipality. You may own, rent, you would not qualify as a non-resident elector.
live in shared accomodation where
you do not pay rent or live in the mu-

Voter Information

Yes. If you are an eligible elector and live in one municipality and own property in another municipality (non-resident elector) you can vote in both municipalities.
Yes. A tenant of a campground is a non-resident tenant of land assessed under the Assessment Act. If you are an eligible
elector and have entered into a lease agreement as a tenant of a seasonal campground you are eligible to vote. Electors must
either have a trailer unit on site within the campground or have a valid lease for a specific campsite on Election Day.
There is a special rule for students who may be living away from home while they attend school. If you are a student and
consider your "home" to be the place where you live when you are not attending school (i.e. you plan on returning there),
then you are eligible to vote in both your "home" municipality and in the municipality where you currently live while attending school.

The Wollaston Lake Home and Cottage Association contacted each of the 2018 Candidates for
Wollaston Township Council in the Office of Reeve, Deputy Reeve and Councillor. We requested that each candidate submit a platform statement of 450 words or less. On the following pages are the submissions we received from the candidates. We have formatted the
submission to fit on the page, but we have not changed any content. (ie words, grammer or
spelling)

POSTAL STRIKE on or before October 22, 2018
If you were planning to vote using the mail in ballot.
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BALLOT BEING DELIVERED BEFORE
8PM OCT 22, 2018
to the Wollaston Muncipal Office

Position - Reeve
Graham Blair

Michael Fuerth

First elected in 2003, I served Wollaston Township for seven
years as councillor, four years as deputy reeve and now concluding four years as reeve. I have represented the interests of our
community while attending Hastings County council and province
wide conferences on behalf of Wollaston Township. I am fortunate to be known and respected by my peers in municipal government.
It can be argued that Wollaston Lake is the significant feature of
our municipality. It has a long history of being the place for families to get away from urban constraints and gather at their summer cottages. Times have changed of course and now many of
those summer cottages have become second homes and in
some cases, permanent homes. The benefits to the local community go beyond the obvious economic ones to include the development of a more diverse local community both business and
social.
WLHCA has clearly contributed positively to our community. Delegations to council meetings have been informative and helpful
bringing the concerns Wollaston Lake property owners to light.
The association has shepherded ongoing water quality testing
keeping informative records going back several years. When I
attended the recent "Healthy Shorelines for a Healthy Lake" seminar at the community center, I came away with a far better understanding of what all of us can do to contribute to the health of
our lakes. I know and support the work that the association is doing to educate their members (and the community at large) about
what can be done to cope with invasive species such as Zebra
Mussels and Eurasian Milfoil. I applaud and encourage the efforts of the association.
In unison with provincial and other environmental agencies as
well as community partners, we must do our utmost to maintain
lake water quality. Our lakes are a tremendous resource and
their health must be protected. Recognizing the very significant
economic stake waterfront property owners have in keeping our
lakes healthy, it is no less important for the community at large to
be concerned as our local economy is directly affected. To assist
with keeping abreast of the sustainability of our lake resources, I
asked for and received an allotment in our last municipal budget
to be set aside specifically for consulting on lake water concerns.
Ideally, we will elect municipal councillors who can work together
for our common good. My goal is to help make this happen and I
know my experience and acquired knowledge will pay off in this
regard. A council working co-operatively will help me be a better
leader. I envision a community with volunteers in abundance
working co-operatively to make Wollaston a welcoming and
friendly place for residents and visitors alike.
Sincerely,
Graham Blair

Thank you WLHCA for the opportunity to present myself. Presently I am the Deputy Reeve of Wollaston Township an active fulltime member of Council.
My Wife Cindy and I both share a passion for Wollaston as active
volunteers. Cindy is the Fire Prevention and Public Information
Officer of Wollaston Fire Service. I am an active member of Wollaston Recreation Committee, organizing events for the Community. Passion for a Community means more than just residing in
the area, it is being involved. I wrote and obtained the grant for
the Healthy Kids Screen Free Event, which was held on Aug. 11,
2018.
During my term, I am proud to have lead the change to Procedural By-Law and the Councilor Code of Conduct to fall within the
framework of Provincial Legislation. Facilitated Wollaston Strategic Plan and supported the creation of an Economic Development
Committee promoting tourism. Also, to ensure openness, accountability and transparency, making the motion to audio record
all Council meetings 2016. Further, in Dec. 2017, I made a motion
to hire an Integrity Commissioner which is now in place as of Aug.
14, 2018. July 10, 2018, I made a motion to establish priorities,
options, and best strategy for replacement of Township Buildings.
(Fire Dept., Library).
Community Leadership = Involvement within the Community, to
encourage positive change. I do not get stuck on looking for problems, I look for solutions. I will continue to support what is best for
Wollaston, supporting Wollaston’s greatest asset, it’s people. Our
Community is diverse, with different visions for Wollaston. The
one common vision to “Protect the Health of all Wollaston Lakes,
Tributaries, and Ecosystems”. I will continue to advocate education, being proactive to minimize the risks to our Lakes, Tributaries and Ecosystems.
March 1, 2019 is a very important date for Ontario Municipalities,
Bill 68 is a game changer, this community needs a Reeve who is
competent with the knowledge to minimize risks for Wollaston
Township. I possess the dedicated Leadership, Competency and
Talent to fulfil the mandate to minimize the risks that Bill 68 could
have on our Community.
Thank you, for allowing me the privilege to serve you on Council
for the last four years.
Respectfully,
Deputy Reeve Michael Fuerth
RESPONSIBLE LEADERSHIP
For Further information, follow me on FB.
www.facebook.com/FuerthforReeveWollaston2018

Position - Reeve
Barbara Shaw, Candidate for Reeve
As the owner and creative director of a boutique communications
company, I am offering the community an interesting set of skills
and abilities that I believe, will take our municipality in a very different direction. I am a strong leader who can pull a team together
to get the important work of council done.
As a journalist for over 20 years, I am guided by facts, strong narrative and by a desire to hear all sides. This will be a positive
change for our municipality when it comes to re-building our now
divided community. I have extensive experience with community
engagement models with a focus on stakeholder engagement
which we desperately need to tackle our big issues.
Since moving to Wollaston Township 12 years ago, I have been
involved as a consultant with a number of community engagement
projects across our region, I have secured significant grant dollars
for various projects and I currently act as communications consultant for a number of municipalities. My focus is always on finding
ways to connect residents, ratepayers and visitors, to reach goals
and to move teams forward.
I look forward to sharing my love of technology and connectivity
tools to keep seasonal residents engaged and up-to-date with important municipal information on both the tough issues and on the
mundane.
Currently our council is divided, and this is impacting our community’s ability to function in a healthy manner. I am offering an approach that involves problem solving, understanding, collaboration
and care. Our community need to build trust in our municipal government so that together we can tackle the tough issues that we
face; like mitigating the impact of climate change and finding better ways to respectfully preserve shared resources.
Wollaston Lake, like all our natural resources, is being impacted
by climate change and if elected, I will build consensus with Council and staff to build an environmental committee of council. This
committee, comprised of stakeholders, will help make recommendations regarding best environmental practices for not only our
lakes but also our green spaces, and our waste site.
Inevitably, our community faces some big hurdles in the years
ahead as financial resources dwindle and as climate change has
a greater and greater impact on how we live and play. With a
strong focus on honest communication and a commitment to engage all stakeholders in this community, I think we will have a productive future.
I hope you share my vision.

Position - Deputy Reeve
Lynn Kruger
Hello for those who may not know me I am a current councillor
Lynn Kruger. I am now currently running for deputy reeve.
I am looking forward to serving everyone again if I should get
elected.
I have lived in Coe Hill most of my life and raised my three daughters here. I have been involved in many volunteer groups along
the way.
During the past four years I can say it has been a real learning
curve. I learned many things.
We had to make a lot of tough decisions along the way on some
pretty contentious subjects.

I am sure there will be more in the future. I always like to research
and take into account all the facts before making a decision. I always read my package prior to council meetings have done my
research and prepared my notes for the meeting. I like to be organized as to not forget something I want to remember to bring up.
It would be my pleasure to sit at the table as deputy reeve in
2019. Please remember to vote on Oct 22nd. Have your say !
Regards,
Lynn Kruger

Paul Ordanis
To the members of the Wollaston Lake Home and Cottage Association, thank you for this opportunity.
I’m Paul Ordanis and I am hoping to serve the Township as the
next Deputy Reeve. Like many in our community, I was disappointed in the performance of the last Council. Division that required mediation mired the last term. I would bring a unique skill
set to the Council with my educational background in Political Science, my 25 years of business experience in both industrial and
residential contracting as well as property management. I believe
my ability to bridge gaps in viewpoints and act in a professional
manner, will contribute greatly to a smoother running Council
term. I take pride in having been the spokesperson for “Citizens
for a Better Wollaston” and successfully obtaining Council’s support to stop Hydro One Spraying herbicides on our public lands.
If elected, I will put forward motions in order to achieve the
following Goals and Objectives…
*Submit more applications for Grants & Programs in the next
term.
Our Township must make the most of the available grants and
programs to assist in funding community projects. This is the best
way to improve our community infrastructure at greatly reduced
cost to the ratepayer. As an example, Canada 150 was a missed
opportunity for funding.
Sensible development strategy
Development should have a positive effect on our community and
our environment. The Council needs to have a high regard for the
Township as the legacy of poor decisions remains long after the
Council that made them. Wollaston has many opportunities for
developers that should be dealt with in a fair but firm manner with
clear expectations.
*Ensure frontline staff is not over extended and missing opportunities.
*Use my skills in negotiations and contract writing to help
avoid mounting legal bills, in camera sessions and improve
policies both past and future under Bill 68.
*Propose the formation of “Seniors Forum” to explore the
barriers to retiring in the community.
*Increase public access to and involvement in Council meetings.
*Create a strategy for dealing with our aging municipal buildings.
Please call, (613) 334-7793 email pjordanis@yahoo.com
Or message me on facebook!
Authorized by Paul Ordanis

Position - Councillor (3 elected)
Jim Alexander

Darlene Colton

Thank you for this opportunity. My wife Tia and I came to
Steenburg Lake in 2001 from Tillsonburg On and purchased
Steenburg Lake Cottages.
We developed the small resort building cabins and a home on
our 6 acre Commercially zoned waterfront property.In our time
there we saw the traffic on the lake increase and made the decision to apply for severance dividing the property into 3 parcels with cottages. As I'm sure you know severances on
waterfront are not permitted but we sacrificed our commercial
resort zoning in our eyes protecting the future of the Lake.
Since this time we have been blessed with our awesome son
Sawyer and have just purchased a property on The South Rd.
We also own " Little Bean Inn" located in the heart of our small
Hamlet. I have been self employed most of my working career starting with a small video store in the 80s' then onto 5
retail flooring stores until 2010. When life got too crazy we sold
and moved to the Hill!
My current career is one that comes naturally to me as both
my parents are brokers.
My real estate career has enabled me to sell this township at
every given opportunity. I'm proud to have brought so many
people and families to this area in the last 5 years and if you
talk to them on the street they will confirm my passion for this
town. IF YOU BELIEVE IN SOMETHING ITS EASY TO SELL!
My political objectives are simple. I want to be a bigger part of
the development and protection of this community.
I'm sure, or at least I would hope, that all the candidates would
like to see a new fire hall and new public library. These are
projects that need to move forward through increased grant
applications.
I personally would like to see some sidewalk extensions and
stronger facade improvement initiatives to help support our
local businesses that are SO valuable to our community.
I believe there may be some housekeeping issues to deal with
and would approach such matters by engaging our township
staff to identify the challenges they have on a day to day basis.
Good business people and leaders build on existing assets in
an effort to be efficient and effective.
As a home and cottage association I'm sure you would like to
know where I stand on waterfront development. As mentioned,
first and foremost is my commitment to the environment. I
won't sacrifice environment for development.
I live, work and play in Wollaston Township and look forward to
serving our Municipality.
I thank you in advance for you consideration.
Sincerely
Jim Alexander

About Me:
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I would like to introduce myself to the constituents of Wollaston
Township, I am Darlene Colton and I am running for Councillor.
I have a background in photography and finance. For the past 25+
years I have been self-employed, giving me a solid background in
business management, budgeting, planning for future development and expansion, as well as conflict resolution and mediation.
At my current business, Colton Accounting & Bookkeeping, I advise clients on long term capital funding assessments, financial
health of their businesses and efficient ways to increase their profitability while maintaining a solid bottom line. I also must do all this
in the strictest of confidence to my clients.
Having spent many years as a camper, I fell in love with the area
and along with my husband and our 3 dogs, we decided to make
Wollaston a year round destination and home. I am now a waterfront owner on Wollaston Lake and am happy to have the opportunity to be in the area full time, year round. My goal, if elected, is to
embrace the many residents, campers, and cottagers that love this
area as much as I do and encourage a more open dialogue to
grow the community in a positive direction and atmosphere.
I want to be a member of Wollaston Council for the 2018 - 2022
term. I am asking you to vote for me - Darlene Colton - on October
22, 2018.
“I want to be a member of Wollaston Council for the 2018 2022 term. I am asking you to vote for me - Darlene Colton on October 22, 2018.”
PRIORITIES FOR ACTION
●

CAPITAL PLANNING FOR FIRE HALL & LIBRARY

●

SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

●

SUPPORTING ATV AND SNOWMOBILING

●

ONGOING TRAINING FOR TOWNSHIP STAFF

●

SOLID FINANCIAL PLANNING

Qualifications:
●

Solid bookkeeping knowledge of more than twenty-eight
years’ experience

●

Developed interpersonal skills, having dealt with a diversity
of professionals, clients, and staff members

●

Reliable and hardworking; able to collaborate in a team
effort

●

Able to remain calm and effective in handling crisis situations

●

Ability to inspire motivation and confidence; management
leadership and organizational skills, energetic, conscientious, highly responsible

“Everyone's opinions matter, but putting them together, even
when opposing can get you to the best solution. In Wollaston
we need more of this. It's ok to be wrong, it's better to apologize. Listening and being accountable are what I am about.

Position - Councillor (3 elected)
Tim Conlin, Candidate Wollaston Township Councillor
Being brought up on Wollaston Lake, I personally hold a great sense
of pride and value for Wollaston Township and its future. With roots
dating back to the 1860’s in Wollaston Township, I have a profound
connection with the area and intend to make this township a thriving
and strong community for years to come.
Joining the Canadian Armed Forces upon the completion of school
formed a foundation of leadership skills and work ethics within me
which propelled me towards owning and operating a successful
blasting and excavating business. My wife, Rachel, and I married
while I was in the Armed Forces and have three daughters, each
successful in their own right. Between the three girls they have
blessed us with six wonderful grandchildren.
The development and future for youth is an extremely important aspect for both Rachel and I. To have the public school remain in Coe
Hill would be a positive attribute towards the growth of our community. The employment of youth is another extremely important step to
the achievement of our young people and the future of our community. The hiring of two or three students by our township would give
the students a strong sense of pride as well as a huge step up to
their future education. I also strongly believe in the need for an updated, publicly visible library to allow all citizens and visitors a greater
experience to broaden their knowledge and interests. It would be a
welcome feature to our community.
Being property owners with water frontage within the township, both
Rachel and I highly respect and wish to preserve everything about
this precious and natural wonder. If elected to council some of the
items I would dedicate my concerns and knowledge towards would
be the preservation of waterways/bodies for citizens and visitors to
enjoy, as this is an important feature of our community. Being licenced with the Ministry of Environment and having done many projects which involved working in and within close proximately of lakes
and water courses, I can bring this knowledge to council and use my
experiences to ensure the proper steps are being addressed for all
concerned.
Furthermore, I will ensure that the allocation of all monies being
spent by different departments within the township is focused on
what it has been allocated for and that tax payers will be ensured
they as a whole, are receiving the best value for the monies spent.
If elected as a councillor, I will warrant that all concerns directed to
council’s attention will be addressed, and addressed in a proper
manner.
I look forward to hopefully serving you on council.
Thank you, Tim Conlin
705-760-2136

Larry Legault
I am Larry Legault, running for Councillor for Wollaston Township.
Our family with 4 children and friends have enjoyed Wollaston Lake
for 28 years. I am a retired doctor, a member of the Wollaston Fire
Department and full time here since 2009. Of all the places we have
been, Wollaston Township is the greatest place to call home.
I agree with economic development in the township, but it must be
balanced with protection of our lakes and natural rural beauty of the
area. Wollaston Lake has been declared at capacity in the County of
Hastings official plan, and stated that a lake capacity study must be
done before any further development occurs. As responsible owners,
we must all ensure that we have an adequate septic system to han-

dle our needs, and maintain our water front to lessen any negative impact on the lake. The Province has told all townships
that they need to create a dock by-law to control the size of
docks on their lakes as it is always best to have guidelines in
place to prevent major conflicts. Invasive species of Zebra
mussels and Eurasian Milfoil are now established in the lake.
Council should work together with all groups to help decrease
the negative effects on our waters.
We have a great community with many volunteers that give so
much time and effort. As a Council we have to support the fire
department, library, helping the legion and promoting the Heritage center. It is by everyone working together that we make
Wollaston a better place to live, and in turn attract and welcome new people and businesses to the area.
We need a strong council to enact by-laws for the good of all
of Wollaston Township, and then be willing to enforce the bylaws that they create. It is the responsibility of the Council to
promote and protect our natural beauty for now and future
generations.
Please send any comments or concerns to
larrylegaultcoehill@gmail.com
Thank you for your vote,
Larry Legault

Jay Morrison
Hi, I am Jay Morrison & I am running for Councillor of Wollaston Township. My wife Traci & I own and operate Bear Ridge
Campground, many of you know it has taken quite some time
for us to finalize our delevelopment. Today we are proud that
we realized our vision of creating more opportunities for new
families to enjoy the natural beauty of Wollaston. Our camp
family are so happy to be here and we will all enjoy the positive
economic benefits that will come from this growth.
This doesn't mean that growth is easy, or without risk...
This is why at Bear Ridge, we provide information to our campers so that they understand the impact of invasive species and
what they can to reduce this risk. We ask them to commit to
sharing the lake with others by boating safely and above all
else, we expect our campers to help us to protect the health of
Wollaston Lake.
If you elect me to be your Councillor....
I will focus on the opportunities outlined in the updated Strategic Plan, which was created with input from the residents of
Wollaston.
MY PLEDGE TO YOU AS A WOLLASTON COUNCILLOR:
I will work collaboratively on Council as a team player.
I will rely on my experience as a local business owner to promote sound, evidence based financial decisions.
I will promote clear, effective communication, transparency and
accountability.
I will do my best to effectively serve our great community as an
elected member of Council.
PLEASE VOTE JAY MORRISON ON OCTOBER 22 2018
Contact information:
613.334.8824
Jay@BRlifestyles.ca

Position - Councillor (3 elected)
Wendy Mortimer
Thank you for the opportunity to introduce myself.
My husband Brent and I bought land south of the Wollaston
Lake dam in 2000. We built our cottage on the Deer River on
weekends and holidays. It rained for 17 weekends in a row
that summer, as I recall. Our two children spent a lot of time in
the screen tent while we mixed concrete in wheelbarrows and
fed the blackflies.
Just before my retirement in 2016, I was browsing a real estate site and saw a farm for sale on The Ridge
Road. Suddenly, my retirement plans changed. Now I’m an
organic farmer. We’ve been getting the farm going for the past
18 months and are having a blast. We raise heritage pigs and
chickens; sell pork and chicken for the freezer; and tend a
huge garden of potatoes, corn, squash, tomatoes and lots of
greens. Brent works in Toronto, but spends weekends and
holidays driving the tractor, pulling weeds, and cutting wood.
I have worked as an employee and as an independent consultant in both technical and managerial roles for utilities, college
and university clients, and the federal and provincial governments. This broad experience has rewarded me with a highly
transferable set of skills. I know the importance of budgets,
human resources, strategic planning, engaging consultants
and – especially - teamwork. As a councillor I would offer
these skills to help the Township achieve its goals.
Although we don’t get to the cottage as much as we used to,
we are attentive to waterway health. I studied Environmental
Biology at Queens, including lake ecosystems, fish, aquatic
birds and plants. Although I went on to study Chemical Engineering, I remain very interested in environmental issues and
low-impact development. Our cottage is powered by the sun,
and we compost everything that doesn’t get burned or recycled.
Wollaston Lake is a treasure and a large part of our township’s appeal. Good water quality must be maintained and
monitored regularly to detect developing
problems. Challenges loom: invasive species like mussels
and milfoil; ongoing hard-surface landscaping at water’s edge;
and the ever-growing population of humans flushing waste
into the watershed (even well-functioning septic systems release phosphorus to the environment). Lake preservation
must be considered in all council deliberations. Failing to do
so will negatively impact our environment and property values.
I have been attending occasional council meetings over the
years, and have kept track of major local issues. Now that I’m
running for a seat, I am going to every meeting. If elected, I
will be well-prepared for future council meetings and ready to
work on the issues, ensuring that there will be Lake Trout for
my grandchildren’s grandchildren to fish.

ELECT BRIAN SUMMERS FOR COUNCILLOR
I was originally introduced to Wollaston Township in 1974 when
my wife, Cathy, and I were invited to a friend’s cottage on Wollaston Lake. Our love affair with the lake and the community began that day. In the years that followed, we travelled to the lake
whenever possible. We spent so much time here that we often
told people we lived in Coe Hill but commuted to Toronto to
work where I served that community for 35 years as a Police
Officer with the Toronto Police Service.
In 1988, we purchased our first piece of property on Anson Bay
and built a cottage for our family. This was the first step in planting our roots in Coe Hill. Twelve years ago, we built our permanent retirement home on the lake which also continues to be a
place of enjoyment for our 3 children and our 6 grandchildren the next generation of cottagers.
Over the years, I have come to not only appreciate the charm of
the area but also the welcoming nature of the community. As
great as it is, I believe that together we can make Wollaston
Township even better. As we move forward, it is of utmost importance that we strike a balance between protecting the natural
beauty and simpler way of life that Wollaston Township affords,
while at the same time promoting economic growth and providing incentives to attract young families and seniors. Focusing on
a defined group, such as ‘work from home’ professionals, may
allow us to accomplish this type of undertaking. This concept,
among others, is the foundation for our future success. A strong
Municipal Council which embraces the attributes of honesty,
integrity, transparency, hard work and fairness to all community
members builds on this foundation and is paramount in order for
us to grow and prosper in a happy and healthy atmosphere.
My years as a Police Officer have taught me that complying with
existing laws provides a fair and inclusive environment for all.
Laws are not merely guidelines; they are the rules that allow us
all to be treated fairly and equally. Additionally, I believe that we
must instill confidence in our community members, engage
them in the decision making process and allow them to have a
say on how our tax dollars are being spent. Success is a team
effort and representation of the entire community is a must.
In closing, I think it is time for a new attitude and new ideas. On
October 22nd , I would appreciate your vote so that together we
can make a difference. You can contact me anytime at
bsummers01@bell.net. with questions or ideas. Communication
is the key.
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Lake Steward Report - Wollaston Invasive Species Initiatives and
Water Quality Update
submitted by Fred McConnell
Our very busy summer focusing on actions to protect the well-being of water quality in Wollaston Lake by combatting Eurasion Milfoil, an aggressive invasive plant species, commenced with an information sharing workshop In the theme of
“Healthy Shorelines for a Healthy Lake” on July 14 at 10:30 in the Coe Hill Community Centre. The education workshop,
open to all Wollaston Lake stakeholders and made possible in part through a grant received from the Federation of Ontario Cottage Associations (FOCA), featured Leora Berman CEO of The Land Between charity and was very well attended.
All proceeds from the workshop from both paid attendees and WLHCA membership dues were donated to The Land Between charity. Forty-five participants, in addition to the executive, gave up a summer morning at the cottage to hear Leora
Berman describe how to create shoreline gardens that will help to protect water in Wollaston Lake while providing a natural area for cottagers to enjoy at their shoreline. Later in the morning, I outlined the problems with the growth of Eurasian
Milfoil around the shores of Wollaston Lake and outlined steps that we can use to remove the milfoil and slow its spread.
We were pleased to have Reeve Graham Blair attend as a representative of Wollaston Township Council.
Leora Berman from The Land Between started the information workshop,
providing context for why it is vitally important that we work together to
protect the sensitive ecosystem that is Wollaston Lake and more broadly
to protect Hastings county as one of the few, as yet mostly unspoiled, regions within The Land Between.
She presented an entertaining and very informative account of the unique
ecotone in which we find Wollaston Lake. It is an area between the Canadian Shield to the north and the limestone based St Lawrence Lowlands
that are south of us from Kingston north and west to the great lakes. She
described the Land Between as an area of immense diversity with a
wealth of varieties of plants, animals, and rocks, in some cases not found
anywhere else in Ontario. Leora captured everyone’s attention as she described a wide variety of plants and animals, many that were familiar to the
audience that are found predominantly in “The Land Between”. Shorelines
are transition areas between Wollaston Lake shoreline and uplands. Natural shorelines provide habitat for a wide range of species from fish to zooplankton and is supported with a rich and healthy food chain. A healthy
shoreline helps to filter water running off the land and prevents natural erosion. Leora demonstrated that shorelines are made up of three key areas,
the Littoral area, right at the shoreline and into the water, the Riparian
zone or the place between the damp area near the water and the next area. Each area has different moisture levels and soil composition making
each one suitable for different plants. As Leora described the wildlife in our
area in Ontario, it was apparent that she had a soft spot for amphibians
and reptiles. She explained how 7 of the eight species of turtles found in the area are at risk. An associated group, The
Ontario Turtle Conservation Centre has worked diligently with The Land Between to reduce the number of turtles killed
crossing Ontario roads as they follow paths using by turtles for hundreds of years to get to spots they have used for making nests to lay their eggs. An injured turtle was rescued by Leora on her way to the presentation and a representative
came to Coe Hill from the Turtle Hospital in Peterborough to pick it up. Read about initiatives to protect turtles at
Https://www.thelandbetween.ca. In addition to explaining that stories about people being bitten by snapping turtles are
greatly exagerated and that turtles actually contribute a great deal to the environment by cleaning the bottom of the lakes,
Leora told stories about a wide range of snakes and salamanders that inhabit the land between.
In the second section of the workshop, I outlined actions to cope with the invasive species, Eurasian Milfoil that has
spread rapidly in Wollaston Lake in the past few years and what we can do, without requiring a permit, to remove Milfoil
from Wollaston Lake. WLHCA, through the work of Steve Neville and Richard Clark, secured funding from FOCA for an
Invasive Plant study in August 2017. FOCA hired Robert Canning M.Sc. Environmental and Life Sciences, Trent University to study and Report on the milfoil in Wollaston Lake. Eurasian Milfoil is an invasive aquatic plant species native to Europe, Asia, and North Africa. It was introduced into North America at about the same time as Zebra Mussels and has
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become the most widely distributed plant species in North America. I showed slides and described the Eurasian Milfoil
and showed maps of the areas on Wollaston Lake where the milfoil was identified when Robert Canning surveyed Wollaston Lake last August. Mr. Canning found Eurasian Milfoil in 73% of the 51 sites that were sampled on the lake. The
full report showing the locations of the 51 sites mapped is available at
http://www.wollastonlakehome.com/invasive-species.php
The following provides a very good overview of how to identify Eurasion milfoil.

I also showed one of the long handled rakes specially designed to rake milfoil from the lake and explained that property
owners can remove the milfoil in the area directly in front of their own property. They can sign up to use the two rakes
purchased with the FOCA grant. I explained how milfoil can be removed at the roots with long handled rakes that can
reach milfoil and pull it out at the roots and cautioned to be careful not to break off pieces of the plant or let the parts float
away. I also showed a boom made from pool noodles by threading rope through the centre and tying the noodles together and attached a badminton net along the noodle with weights at the bottom to hold it down in the water to capture the
floating milfoil. The milfoil must be gathered up and removed from the water and disposed of in a dry area away from the
lake where there isn’t any chance of it continuing to contact water that it requires to survive. I encouraged the audience
to sign up to use the rakes during the period from July 16, 2018 to October 1, 2018 which is the MNRF approved “In Water Work Timing Window”.
Leora returned to wrap up the Shoreline Garden Design part of her program. It was important to note that each shoreline
is suited to a different mix of natural plants depending on the amount of light and shade, how damp the soil is, and what
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the composition of the soil is. She handed out guides for getting started with the shoreline gardens. The easiest way to
get started may be roping off an area at the shoreline that you keep natural and see what natural plants start to return to
the particular habitat at your shoreline.
A collection of plants that would be suitable at the shoreline were donated by Fred McConnell and Sheila Currie, to get
the audience started on their shoreline planting. The plants were ordered at Earle’s Landscaping who were able to find a
supplier and ordered them especially for the workshop. Many from the audience found it helpful to talk with Leora regarding special circumstances that they find at their shoreline. The Land Between will also come to your shoreline to talk about
individual concerns about erosion control for a
fee. More information about Shoreline Gardens
and a wide range of conservation initiative can
be found at https://www.thelandbetween.ca
I’m happy to report that a number of Wollaston
Lake lakeshore property owners have taken advantage of the rakes and boom since the workshop to remove Eurasian milfoil from in front of
their property.
Another significant initiative to combat Eurasion
Milfoil, following the July 14 workshop, was a
partnership with the MNRF Young Rangers,
from the Bancroft branch. The Stewardship
Youth Ranger (SYR) Program is an eight-week
summer program that offers youth the opportunity to be immersed in field work, exploring wildlife
and supporting natural resource management
projects in their own communities. On August
20, 2018, the Stewardship Young Rangers
(SYR) arrived at Wollaston lake for a full day
work team to remove a large bed of Eurasian
milfoil from the end of the second lake off the south road. Lead by Riley-Anne Schmidt a Trent University student in the
Environmental and Resource Science program, the team composed of four rangers supported the core MNRF work of
fostering, protecting and sustaining healthy ecosystems. Working tirelessly the team removed an entire trailer load of Eurasian Milfoil. Many thanks to Bill Curtis for allowing access, through his property, to the Milfoil bed and for disposing of the
trailer load of milfoil in a dry pit behind his house.
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WOLLASTON LAKE 2017 WATER QUALITY REPORT
As posted on the WLHCA website in May and reviewed at the WLHCA AGM on August 19, 2018, the 2017 Water quality
test results have two aspects that are a cause for concern and continued vigilance. As a result, I made a request to the
MOECC to conduct water quality testing over and above the testing conducted annually by the WLHCA during the summer of 2018. Even though the MOECC were not funded to do so, they agreed, based on the 2017 readings and the confirmed presence in Wollaston Lake of Zebra Mussels and Eurasian Milfoil. They were on the lake on July 26, 2018 to
conduct dissolved oxygen and detailed water quality testing and will be returning on September 20, 2018 to repeat the
same set of tests. We expect to have the results along with our own testing results for 2018 to provide a detailed report in
the spring of 2019.
The two areas of concern from the 2017 water quality detail report follow (consult the full report at
http://www.wollastonlakehome.com/ ):

For the Lake Partner Program, we measure water clarity about every 2-3 weeks from May to October, using a Secchi
disk. Clarity, measured in meters, can reflect changing phosphorus levels: increased phosphorus stimulates more algae
growth which in turn decreases clarity. Typically oligotrophic – or unproductive - lakes (like Wollaston) have phosphorus
at less than 10 ug/L and Secchi readings of greater than 5 meters.

Interpretation of Results
As anticipated, water clarity reflected phosphorus levels, starting off with relatively poor clarity in May, and improving as
the summer progressed. The annual average was slightly less than satisfactory (i.e. less than 5 meters) and below the
historical average.
Conclusion:
Clarity was less than satisfactory overall, it was a little poor at the beginning of the season, reflecting higher
phosphorus levels and also dropped in early July – most likely due to the higher than average rainfall.
Note: Historical results available on MOECC’s web site at http://www.desc.ca/programs/LPP

Adequate dissolved oxygen is important for the survival of lake trout population present in the deeper, colder layer of the
main lake. The MOECC guideline for lake trout lakes is an average of 7mg/l in the cold layer – known as the hypolimnion. The average is calculated from a complete depth profile dataset as the “mean volume-weighted hypolimnetic dissolved oxygen” (MVWHDO).
Using an electronic probe borrowed from and calibrated by the MOECC, we measured dissolved oxygen and temperature every meter from the surface down to the lake bottom, at the deepest part of the Main Lake (about 30 meters). The
measurements were taken in September 2017, when the dissolved oxygen tends to reach its lowest levels in a stratified
lake. The fall profile is shown in the graph below.
For September 2017, the average level (MVWHDO) was calculated as 5.5 mg/L, which is below the Ministry standard of
7mg/L and below the previous 2015 average of 6.7 mg/L and the 2013 average of 6.6 mg/L when the MOECC last tested. While all three of these averages are below the Ministry standard, the 2017 average is bordering on the level considered critical enough to threaten the survival of our lake trout population. However, it is important to note that this one
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sample is not enough to be able to determine if this is the start of a downward
trend.
While it is not possible, at this time, to conclude the cause of the lower readings in 2017 there are a number of possible explanations. These include a
net increase in the total algae and plant matter in the lake (possibly due to
the increase in Eurasian milfoil, climate change effects (2016 was a warmer
than normal summer followed by a wetter than normal summer), calibration
of the testing meter, or other reasons.
Given the potentially concerning readings the WLHCA requested (April 22,
2018) that the MOECC conduct the dissolved oxygen testing in Wollaston
lake for 2018. On May 15, 2018 the MOECC responded that they would plan
to test our lake in late July and late September (resources permitting).
Conclusion:
Readings for dissolved oxygen are lower than the MOECC guidelines
for deep cold lake trout lakes. The Ministry has agreed to themselves conduct the 2018 testing in Wollaston
Lake.
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Membership Report
submitted by Mary Byrne
2018 MEMBERSHIP
To be eligible to be a member of the WLHCA, you must be a property owner with lakefront on Wollaston Lake.
The current number of eligible members is 264.
This number changes slightly from year to year, as some members own multiple properties and may buy or sell in any
given year.
The annual membership fee is $25.00.
Once paid, an eligible member becomes a member in good standing.
This allows members to attend, and vote, at the Annual General Meeting.
As of the end of August, the number of members in good standing is 136, or 51.5% of the eligible membership. This is
slightly lower than our historical average of 56%.

I encourage each of you to pay your annual membership fee. These funds support the activities of the Lake Association,
such as the costs of water quality testing, memberships with the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations and others, and community events such as July Canada Day fireworks hosted by Red Eagle Family Campground.
Fees are payable in several ways:
● By mailing in a cheque
● Through an electronic payment to wlhca.membership@gmail.com
● In person through your Road Captain

ROAD CAPTAINS
Thanks to our Road Captains for assisting with collecting membership fees. Your Road Captains are:
● Chescher Lane - Marilyn Brickles
● Clayton Cove Road - Natalie Baker
● Corral Post Lane - Bruce Varty
● Ferguson Bay Lane - Anne Ireland
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● Kendon Lane

- Beryl Lee

● Lawrence Lane - Mary Hogg
● Maple Ridge Lane - Peggy Stewart
● Gilbert Bay Lane, Mumby Lane, Sherwin Lane - Angela & Tom Baltkois
If your road is not listed as having a captain, this is your opportunity to get involved. As a Road Captain, you will get to
know the others on your road, and help foster involvement and communication.
E-Transfers are an increasingly popular way for members to pay fees. The majority of fees are paid through the
envelopes that are included with the printed Newsletters that are mailed. If you chose to use an e-Transfer, please don’t
forget to email the answer to the security question that you assign, otherwise, your payment cannot be processed.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting was held on Sunday August 19. It was well attended, by 62 of our members. The AGM is
a great opportunity to meet fellow members, to bring forward ideas for consideration, and to hear updates on the work
of the Executive on issues pertinent to the mandate of the WLHCA.

FACEBOOK SURVEY RESULTS
Included in the spring mailing to members was a survey on the use of Facebook.
56 surveys were returned by mail.
19 were not completed. (14% of members in good standing)
37 were entirely or partially completed. (28% of members in good standing)
The results of the survey are:

Note: The total responses do not equal number of surveys returned (37) as not all respondents answered every question.
The number of respondents is almost equally split between those who would like WLHCA to continue to use Facebook
those do not. Of the 25 respondents who have concerns about safety, 14 indicated that they are not comfortable on
Facebook and that they would like WLHCA to delete its Facebook account.
Of those 18 respondents who indicated that they are comfortable with WLHCA using Facebook as a method of communication, only 2 indicated that they would like WLHCA to delete the account.
We do not know whether or not all the respondents actually use Facebook. For those members who have indicated
that they are concerned about the safety of their personal data, it is possible that they do not use Facebook at all. For
example, one respondent added comments that they do not personally use Facebook, but had no concerns about its
use by WLHCA.
There are many advantages to using a variety of communication methods to reach our members. The WLHCA Executive has decided to continue to use Facebook, however, the site security has been improved so that only the Communication Director can post information. There is no ability for others to post comments or to try to use the page as a
discussion forum. The personal information of our members is not, and will not, be disclosed. If you are concerned
about the safety and security of your own information on Facebook, we recommend you review the privacy settings
within your account.
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CONTACT
Thanks to our outgoing Director Membership, Janet Galley, for her dedicated service over the past four years. Janet
brought some new ideas to the Executive and her enthusiasm and energy was much appreciated.
The new Director Membership is Mary Byrne.
Enquiries, payments and general correspondence related to membership can be sent by email to:
wlhca.membership@gmail.com
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