President’s Message
Submitted by Peggy Stewart

The weather has turned sunny and warm for the
past two weeks. I know this isn’t necessarily
welcome news for those of you who made the best
of a rainy, cool summer as most cottagers had to
return to lives involving work and school but it is
really lovely. It feels like finally we are having the
summer that never was. We have seen many out
boating and even swimming. I hope that you were at
least able to come up on your days off and enjoy the
lovely late arrival of sunny weather.
The Wollaston Lake Home and Cottage Associaion
(WLHCA) Executive has had a busy year and I
know all are now looking forward to our quieter
season. We wrapped the season up with a pancake,
scrambled egg and quiche breakfast, catered
beautifully by Sheila Bickle and her family with
assistance from Bonnie and Sam Purdy and
Lawrence at the Legion, before the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) on Sunday August 20th. We had our
best turnout ever and it was wonderful seeing
members, some new and some who have been with
the WLHCA for over 20 years, meet and reconnect
with each other. I know how valuable everyone’s
time is at the cottage so we were very fortunate to
have 56 members join us. When our members get a
chance to talk with other cottagers and catch up on
their news and establish connections, they help to
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build a social network around the lake. We have
cottagers on Wollaston Lake who bring a very
diverse range of backgrounds and experiences,
which gives our organization a rich resource to sort
out issues and to find solutions to challenges in
maintaining a healthy lake. Our members are our
strength. We are stronger because all the
contributions, participation and ideas that our
members have made over the years. Thank you to all
the Executive members who presented so
knowledgeably on their roles in WLHCA.
We hope our new members will enjoy the Welcome
Kit that Celina Clark, our Communication Director,
and Janet Galley, our Membership Director, have
prepared and are distributing through your Road
Captain. The Welcome Booklet provides a wealth of
information to newcomers to the Wollaston Lake
community, outlining resources, telephone numbers
of businesses, and suggestions and tips on how to
cope with some of the challenges that are unique to
cottage life. We are very fortunate to have Road
Captains who do an excellent job of connecting with
new members, welcoming them to the lake, and
helping with collecting the dues for the year and
sending them to our Membership Director, Janet
Galley. If others would like to have access to these
great tips and information please download it from
the website www.wollastonlakehome.com Please
make anyone new to the lake feel welcome. Let them
know about WLHCA and let us know if they haven’t
received their Welcome Kit.
We are sad to report that Bev Miller will no longer be
our Treasurer, as she had to resign because of
illness. She had done an exemplary job of the looking
after the finances of the WLHCA and we will miss
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Road

Come join the flock be a WLHCA Road
Captain

Wollaston Public Library
CEO / Librarian: Carolyn Henderson
Library Assistant: Pat Lavoy
5629-A HWY 620
Coe Hill, ON K0L 1P0
TEL/FAX: 613.337.5183
Email: wollastonpubliclibrary@gmail.com

Regular Hours | September thru June
Sunday

closed

Monday

closed

Tuesday

1:00pm - 6:00pm

Wednesday 1:00pm - 6:00pm
Thursday

1:00pm - 6:00pm

Friday

1:00pm - 6:00pm

her. We hope
that she will be
well soon.
Although Beryl
Lee had retired
from WLHCA last year, she was persuaded to step
into the role for the present. We greatly appreciate
that she was willing to come back and help us out,
and we know that the finances will continue to be in
good hands. Beryl had been our Treasurer for many
years before she resigned and her help now is
invaluable.
The WLHCA has been very fortunate since 2008,
when Steve Neville agreed to be our Lake Steward.
Steve brought to the role not only his background
from working at the Ministry of Environment, his
understanding of how government agencies protect
the environment; his knowledge of how to access
those services, but also his long time passion for
working to ensure that our valued natural resources
are protected. We will miss him as he retires, but we
know that he will continue to be available to consult
and is very willing to help our new Lake Steward,
Fred McConnell, learn the ropes.
Fred McConnell became our new Lake Steward at
the AGM on August 20th this year and he is already
very actively engaged in carrying the torch that
Steve has kept burning so brightly. Fred is married
to Sheila Currie, whose family has been seasonal
residents on Wollaston Lake for 63 years, so many
of you may already be familiar with Fred and his
family. Fred and Sheila bought the family cottage
from Sheila’s parents 7 years ago and recently
renovated their cottage into a 4 season home, which
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meant that Fred now has time to devote to WLHCA.
Fred developed a good grounding in the
environment as he grew up in rural Ontario. His
father moved his family to Bruce Peninsula when
Fred was 9, where his father eventually became a
superintendent of schools for Bruce County. Fred
graduated Queen’s University in 1983 in electrical
engineering, with a background in computers. His 34
year career has been in hi-tech with Nortel and Mitel.
Sheila and Fred love the outdoors and have had
many adventures in the back country of Alberta, BC,
and Ontario. Their 4 children (3 boys and a girl) all
view
Wollast
on Lake
as their
favourite
family
place.
We are
indeed
fortunate
to have someone who is such a strong advocate for
the environment in the role of Lake Steward again.
Included in this newsletter is his first report as Lake
Steward.
It has been a very active year for WLHCA. I am very
proud of all we have accomplished. The WLHCA
functions so well because of an amazing group of
volunteers. Recently a great group of volunteers, led
by Kathy Corvers and her Merry Band, organized
and reinstated the Poker Run. They were assisted
by the extended Corver family, and a stalwart group
of volunteers on 5 docks who stood in the pouring
rain for over three hours, handing out cards. Thanks
to Todd and Dawn Stewar and Rick and Julie Fox in
the second lake, Sam Purdy from Clayton Cove, the
Corver family, Beryl Lee and Herb Whittle on
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Kendon Lane, Casey Gallagher with family & friends
on Sherwin Lane. The 167 Poker Players showed
that we are made of tough stuff on Wollaston Lake
and the downpours were handled in good humour.
As soon as everyone got home and dried out, the
sun came out and taunted all of us, as it has all
summer. The big winners with the best Poker Hand
were Karen Little, with 4 of a kind, Sherry Degrease
with a full house, and M. Taylor and Rick Cooper
with a Flush. There were ten winners in all. A few of
them were children who were very pleased to come
up and claim their prize. $237.00 was raised for the
Coe Hill Fire Department from the sale of extra
cards that players bought as they toured around the
lake. Thank you to Bear Ridge who hosted the
Winners’ Circle under the big tree and viewing deck.
Let us know if you and your group will volunteer to
have a Summer Event next year. It can be a lot of
fun.
The strength and resilience of WLHCA depends on
its volunteers and I am sure that you will agree with
me that for a small number of volunteers the
Executive has done an amazing amount of work. In
addition to their appointed responsibilities, this year
they have prepared an excellent set of By-laws
which were accepted by a vote at the AGM. Last
October, a Committee of Executive members began
meeting to create a set of By-laws for WLHCA that
could guide us for many years to come. All
members of the executive made contributions and
helped formulate the By-laws to reflect the spirit and
practices of WLHCA. We had researched by-laws of
other lake organizations, looked up information on
the web, contacted FOCA, explored suggestions
and models from other Lake Associations, and after
many hours created our first draft. We continued to
fine tune over the winter and made additional
revisions at our Executive meeting in the spring.
We placed a draft on our website leading to
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feedback from some of our members that helped
us to make additional changes, and put the final
draft on the web-site a few weeks before the AGM.
The By-laws were passed at the AGM when they
were approved by the members of WLHCA.
Please check the By-laws out on the WLHCA
website.
Over the fall and winter months, although the
WLHCA is less active, Celina Clark continues to
update the website, makes postings on Facebook
and monitors the WLHCA’s email address, Fred
McConnell continues to pursue actions to address
issues with invasive species and to respond to
issues that may affect the well-being of the lake,
Janet Galley continues to update her membership
lists and deposit funds that come in from our
members, Rick Clark works on getting the young
Steward’s Environmental camp ready for the next
summer, our Treasurer continues to record any
activity in our bank account, and Bob Ireland and I
keep in touch and continue to respond to any
issues that come up, through email and phone
calls. We hope that all our members will have a
good fall and winter and that you will have a
chance to continue to enjoy your property on the
lake. Send an email to WLHCA.news@gmail.com
if you see an issue that we should look into or know
about.
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Lake
Steward's
Report
Submitted by Fred McConnell

I’d like to start my first newsletter article by
introducing myself as the new WLHCA Lake
Steward replacing Steve Neville who is retiring from
the position after 10 years of dedicated service. I’d
like to thank Steve for developing and maintaining a
first class Lake Steward program for Wollaston
Lake!
Our family has been enjoying the wonders of the
Wollaston Lake environment for some 63 years. It’s
my pleasure to be able to contribute to the
continued well-being of the lake for current and
future generations.
Having said that, as you read this article you’ll
realize that we, as a community, are presented with
some challenges to the continued well-being of our
beloved Wollaston Lake from invasive aquatic
species.
Invasive Species
Eurasian Water-Milfoil is a plant first introduced to
the Great Lakes in the 1970s that grows in water
approximately 0-10 metres deep. It spreads rapidly,
choking out other native plants and can in extreme
cases make swimming, boating and fishing nearly
impossible in infested areas of the lake.
Based on a first confirmed sighting of Eurasian
Water-Milfoil in 2016, the WLHCA, through the
Federation of Ontario Cottagers Associations
(FOCA) 2017 Aquatic Invasive Species Program,
arranged for a consultant to visit Wollaston Lake on
August 18, 2017 to conduct a thorough review of
the waterfront. The full report, once received in its
final form, will be posted to the WLHCA website. An
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initial draft of the report has confirmed that Eurasian
Water-Milfoil has established a significant presence
in Wollaston lake and will undoubtedly continue to
spread. Once the final report is received, the Lake
Steward program will work to identify recommended
actions that can be taken collectively and
individually starting in the Spring of 2018 to address
this challenging invasive plant species. Please
consult the WLHCA web site for further details.
Zebra Mussels
Zebra mussels were also introduced to the Great
Lakes likely through ships, and are now recognized
as an invasive species that can out-compete native
mussels and other filter feeding invertebrates for
food putting their survival at risk. In addition, they
can clog water intake pipes and make swimming
quite unpleasant due to their very sharp edges.
They were found in the second and third lakes in
2016. The invasive species testing conducted in
August of 2016 produced positive results for the
zebra mussel veligers (larvae) in all 5 locations
tested. 2017 appears to be the year that zebra
mussels have established a full presence in all
parts of Wollaston Lake with numerous sightings
being reported in the main lake in addition to the
second and third lakes. Unlike the Eurasian
Water-Milfoil there is nothing currently known that
can be done to remove or slow the spread of this
invasive species.
To recap, we undertake several monitoring
activities as follows:
• We participate in the Ministry of the Environment
and Climate Change (MOECC)’s Lake Partner
Program, in which we take annual samples for
phosphorus and calcium, and measure the lake’s
water clarity twice a month during the summer
season. Clarity readings in past years have
generally been very good, suggesting that
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phosphorus levels remain low and that algae
blooms are unlikely. This year, the clarity readings
early in the summer season were significantly
reduced and the first set of phosphorus readings in
July were up slightly over previous years. As Steve
reported at the AGM, this is likely due to the
heavier than usual rainfall and associated run-off.
• In addition to the MOECC program, the Wollaston
Lake Steward program takes additional
phosphorus samples in July and September at the
three lake basins (main lake, second lake and third
lake). The results from the July phosphorus
readings were up slightly from previous years at
the same time. The September testing is presently
taking place.
• E.Coli, an indicator of fecal contamination from
warm blooded animals, is also monitored in
various locations around the main lake in July and
August. We have all the results for this year, and
no sample exceeded the government’s standard
for recreational waters, meaning that swimming in
the lake was unlikely to be a health risk.
• We also plan to conduct a dissolved oxygen
profile in late September if it is possible to borrow
equipment from the MOECC. This is to assess
whether sufficient oxygen levels
exist in the deep cold water in the main lake where
lake trout are known to live.
• Finally, we participate in the Ontario Federation
of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) / Ministry of
Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) Invasive
Species Watch program, under which the lake was
sampled in August for two invasive species - zebra
mussel veligers (larvae) and spiny water fleas.
While we already know that zebra mussels are
present in all three lakes, we continue to sample to
detect the potential presence of spiny water fleas.
Results are not expected for several weeks.
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Spiny water fleas were detected at one location in
2014, but not in 2015 or 2016.
OWL Program
Under the OWL (Observers of Wollaston Lake)
program, volunteers note their observations of the
environmental conditions in our lake each summer
season; for example on weed growth, algae, fish, or
aquatic creatures. This is the fourth year of the
OWL program. If you are an OWL, please
remember to send your reports to
wlhca.owl@gmail.com in October. For others,
please consider volunteering for next year by filling
out the on-line registration form on our web site
(under the OWL tab). A complete summary of all
our monitoring data from 2017 will be published in
next spring’s newsletter, as well as in the
Environmental Scorecard report which will be
posted on our website. Please note that the 2016
Scorecard report is available for download on the
WLHCA web site (Click on “Scorecard” under the
“Environment” tab).
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Report
Submitted by Janet Galley

Although this past summer was cooler and rainier
than most, I hope everyone enjoyed their summer
at the lake. After all, even a rainy day at the lake
can be a wonderful thing.
I am pleased to report that, as at September 10,
145 of our 261 members (56%) have paid their
$25.00 annual dues for 2017. This is a 5% higher
rate of payment than for this time last year, and I
anticipate that this number will increase as
members who have not yet paid their dues send
them in. If you can’t remember whether or not
you have paid for 2017, please send me an email
to wlhca.membership@gmail.com or give me a
call at 613-337-9042 and I will be happy to let you
know.
As in past years, our Road Captains have done a
great job in making it easy for members to pay
their dues. This year, 42 of our members (16%)
paid their dues through their Road Captains. In
most cases, the Road Captains took the time to
visit their neighbours to collect the membership
dues, and I appreciate their willingness to spend a
couple of hours of their time to talk about the
importance of supporting Lake Association. If you
haven’t yet paid your dues for this year, please
feel free to drop off a cheque or cash to your
Road Captain. The Road Captains are always
willing to forward your payment to me on your
behalf.
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This year, 28 members have paid their dues
through e-transfers. This is a 70% increase over
last year. This isn’t surprising, as more and more
people are using online banking in their daily lives.
An e-transfer is a quick, easy, and secure way to
pay your $25.00 membership dues. If you would
like to pay your dues this way, here’s how you do it.
Using your financial institution’s online banking
system, send your payment to
wlhca.membership@gmail.com When asked for a
security question, please use “What is the name of
our lake?”, and the answer will be “Wollaston”.
Good, old Canada Post remains the most popular
way for members to pay their dues. For those
members who get their newsletters in paper form
and who haven’t paid the 2017 dues yet, you will
find a Reminder Notice and an addressed envelope
to WLHCA in the envelope with your newsletter. If
you receive your newsletter by email and haven’t
yet paid your 2017 dues, you can mail your
payment to WLHCA, P.O. Box 249, Coe Hill, ON
K0L 1P0.
Please remember that your membership dues play
a crucial role in the operation of the Lake
Association. Your annual dues cover the costs
associated with water testing, invasive species
sampling, environmental programs, partnerships
with other lake associations, the newsletters, and
so much more. If you have already paid your dues
for this year, thank you. If you haven’t paid them
yet, please take a moment and send them in now.
Enjoy the fall and have a safe and happy winter.
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Dock Talk - Getting to Know
Valued Cottagers

on Wollaston Lake
Submitted by Peggy Stewart

Don Scott is one of those interesting cottagers
who lives year round on Wollaston Lake and has
many stories to tell about years gone by around
Wollaston Lake. He started building the home on
Kendon Lane over 58 years ago which gives you
a good idea how old he is. He bought two lots for
$2000 from Bill Hawkins who used to own The
Lodge before Buddy French developed it into Red
Eagle. I spent a very entertaining afternoon with
Don as he recounted stories of bygone eras as
we sat in his beautiful sunroom on the back of his
house, looking out at a wonderful view of
Wollaston Lake surrounded by pictures of his
extended family and his much beloved wife Minn
who he has missed for many years. Just outside
of the glass were two bird feeders where
chickadees, nut hatches and woodpeckers visit
to gobble up the cracked corn he buys from a mill
in Madoc. He gets a bit fed up with flocks of
blackbirds who try to horn in on the feast. He is
living alone now, his memories of family and the
company of neighbours keep him busy as he
cooks for himself, shops, chops wood and stacks
it for winter, mows his own lawn and enjoys going
to the hunt camp in the fall.
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There were over 125 trees on the two lots, so he
had a lot of work to do before he could even put in
the foundations. Don had built his own house in
the village of Pickering where he had lived all his
life. and he took on the job of building the cottage
as well. He had a friend who helped him construct
the forms for the foundations and supervised the
pouring of the concrete. He has added to the
original construction over the years, ending with
the lovely sunroom overlooking the lake.
He was attracted to Wollaston Lake because of
the great fishing. He had a friend, Clark Rollins,
who later became a Member of Parliament, who
drove a fuel delivery truck up this way. He had a
diesel depot on a siding where they brought
tankers of fuel from the Village of Cardiff, near the
railway, in behind where Dan McCaw’s house is
now. He told Don about the many trout that he
would find here so Don and his friends set out
from Pickering and after getting quite lost on the
old dirt roads, not much wider than a narrow track,
they circled around Glen Alda and back to Apsley
on 504. Finally they asked a farmer who told them
to follow him and they, at long last, arrived at
Wollaston Lake and Wollaston Lake has been part
of his life ever since. He said 50 years ago he can
remember spearing trout off the rocks in the lake.
He could remember efforts to restock the lake with
trout by flying over and dropping fingerlings out
into the lake. He didn’t think many of them
survived as you could see many floating on the
surface afterwards.
Minn and Don had three children, Tom, Joanne
(who married Fred Cox from Coe Hill, and also
bought a cottage on Wollaston Lake) and Kelly
who was a baby when they built their house on the
lake. They spent a great deal of their childhood on
the shores of Wollaston Lake, swimming, boating,
fishing and hunting. Don said they even had a
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pony that the kids used to ride bareback up and
down the beach. Minn’s sister Ella and her
husband, Lorne Sharky, also built a cottage on
Wollaston Lake so family was a big part of their
life here.
Don was in the construction business, eventually
owning his own construction company which built
roads as far away as Thunder Bay. He worked on
the airport at Adams Mine near Kirkland Lake, on
the airport in North Bay, and projects all over
Ontario. He sold the business eventually and
went to work for Wimpy, a huge construction
company as a supervisor. He told stories of being
part of big bridge and road constructions, the
frustration of big washouts where once he lost
49000 yards of fill over night and keeping the
large trucks and graders and other machinery
operating under rough conditions.
Don and his family have always loved the
outdoors and hunting and fishing. He recounted
stories of the many trout over the years that he
has pulled out of Wollaston Lake using a 400 foot
wire line with heavy weights. At first the fish were
only about 3 pounds but in later years some were
quite big. He said there never used to be pickerel
or pike in Wollaston Lake. He sounded still a bit
annoyed as he told of a man who had dumped
pike and pickerel fingerlings in the lake years ago.
He said there used to be hundreds of sunfish and
bass in the lake but now there weren’t as many.
He and his buddies have been going to a 500
acre hunting camp they owned together for over
40 years up in Magnetawan and were usually
lucky to get the moose and deer needed by the
group,(usually about a half for each person in the
group). They would skin and gut the meat there
and divide it up and carry out the pieces on their
shoulders.
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Don is veteran of the second world war . He
joined the Air Force when he was 17 and was
sent over to England when he was 18. He was a
bombardier serving in Iraq, Cairo and Ceylon from
1943 to 1945. He recalls being trained for jungle
warfare and how to get rescued if the plane went
down but was glad he never had to use that
knowledge.
As the afternoon drew to a close, I was amazed
that two and a half hours had passed so quickly.
Stop by and have a chat, I think Don has quite a
few more stories tucked up his sleeve. He
mentioned a few about a place called Maggie’s
that sounded worth hearing about.
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A Very Special Thank you
to
Cathey's Sweets
from
Wollaston Young Stewards
Thank you for very yummy cupcakes on the last day of
camp.

Future Directions for Wollaston Township
The municipality is currently drafting a Community Based Strategic Plan. A Strategic Plan is a
guiding document for decision making. Wollaston Township’s plan will be based on the priorities as
determined by the seasonal and permanent residents of the municipality. The Strategic Plan will be
created and adopted by this Council but will also set the goals and objectives for the next term of
Council.
To this end, a survey was circulated in August and September 2017 to gather feedback from seasonal and
permanent residents on the strengths and weaknesses of our township and creative ideas for future projects and
programs. There were focus group sessions held with seasonal residents, seniors and local businesses. There
was also a public meeting held in the evening of October 4th. With all this information, our consultants will
create a report and recommendations that will lead to the creation of our new Strategic Plan – with priorities
identified by our residents.
The process of public consultation has been completed for the Strategic Plan, but we always appreciate your
feedback and suggestions. If you have a great idea or solutions please contact us (613.337.5731 or
wollaston@bellnet.ca ). We are always recruiting extra hands and ideas for local events or clubs.
The strategic plan will be made available on the Township’s website.
One other note on resident engagement: Wollaston Council meetings are held on the second and fourth
Tuesdays of each month. The agenda and all associated information for Council’s consideration is posted the
Friday before the meeting at www.wollastontownship.ca/township-minutes--agendas.html. Wollaston Council
has recently begun recording the audio of all Council meetings. Mp3 files are posted on line at
www.wollastontownship.ca/archived-minutes.html with the minutes of each meeting.
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'Wollaston Young Stewards
Environment Camp' - 2017
Submitted by Rick Clark

I am pleased to report that year five(5) of the
summer camp for kids ages 9-12 and 6-8 was
another successful edition with wonderful weather
and eager ‘campers’ participating in numerous
outdoor education activities.
This year we were faced with a challenge in
August for the younger age group in that the
recreation center was closed and we needed to
seek an alternate base for the week. Thankfully,
our friends at the Coe Hill Legion accommodated
our camp needs and we are grateful for their
kindness.
Thank you to our sponsors for funding our camp
operating needs. They include: Wollaston
Township; Kawartha Credit Union; Wollaston
Lake Home & Cottage Association; Greenview
Environmental; Earle’s Excavating; Coe Hill
Legion.
Our sincere appreciation to our adult and youth
volunteers for their tireless support and attention
to child safety at all times.
Lastly, a huge thank you to ‘Camp Kawartha’ our
delivery partner and Neil Fortin our ‘Instructor’ for
making the camp program fun & effective.
For pictures and camp program details, head to
our website
http://www.wollastonlakehome.com/2017summer-camp.php
Next years’ edition is underway with the planning
and funding phases. If viable, registration details
will be announced early in 2018.
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WLHCA Membership has Other Benefits too!
Did you know that your paid membership in WLHCA automatically gives you membership in the Federation of
Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA)? And that membership has all kinds of benefits! You can
access FOCA’s wide information resources on all kinds of issues relating to cottage life by simply
visiting http//:foca.on.ca and clicking on “I have a question” to start a search. You can sign up for
FOCA events such as webinars, meetings, and the very popular Cottage Succession Seminar Series. With your
membership code, you can get discounts on cottage insurance coverage, Cottage Life Magazine subscriptions, and
purchases from Coleman Canada. As well, your paid membership entitles you to a one-time, free membership to
the Canadian Canoe Museum.

Email wlhca.news@gmail.com to request your membership code.

Lake Trout Facts
●Only 1% of Ontario's Lakes have Lake Trout (about 2000)
●Ontario has 20-25% of the world's Lake Trout Lakes
●The Bancroft Area still has some of the most southerly inland Lake
Trout Lakes in Canada
●Our area has 91 Lake Trout Lakes of which 67 are Natural
●We have a population of lake trout which is the most genetically pure
population yet identified in Ontario
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FOCA has produced
an excellent 13 page
guide on everything
that a cottage owner
needs to know about
invasive species.
Right now, Wollaston
Lake has zebra
mussels and
Eurasian WaterMilfoil. There are
other invasive
species out there
that range from
insects and fish to
plants and fungal infections, and we should all
know what to be on the lookout for. The guide
details the impact these invasive species can
have on our lake and it offers strategies to prevent
the spread of these invaders. Most importantly,
the guide lists specific actions all shoreline
owners should take. Here’s what you can do:
The Top 7 Actions Shoreline Owners Can Take
1. Report all invaders. Call 1-800-563-7711 or
go to www.eddmaps.org/ontario to report an
invader.

5. Keep your shoreline natural. Removing native
plants leaves the area bare and vulnerable to invasive species.
6. Use native or non-invasive species in your garden
and along your shoreline. Native species need
little care and provide shelter to native wildlife.
7. Stay informed. Keep up to date on the science
related to invasive species and watch for incentive programs that may affect your waterfront
property.
To read the Guide in full, go to
https://foca.on.ca/invasive-species-guide or sign up for
FOCA’s free monthly electronic newsletter at
https://foca/ca

2. Watch for them. Learn what these invaders
looks like, and check your property and the
lake for their presence.
3. Stop the spread. Keep all your gear clean
of plant material and seed-spreading mud.
Your gear includes everything from watercraft and fishing tackle to clothing and boots.
4. Use local firewood. Buy local. Burn local.
Don’t transport firewood as it can spread
invasive species and disease.
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breakage, and
allows for more
thorough
checking. (All
muscles and skin
are relaxed,
making it easier to
palpate for quills).

How to Keep Your Dog
Safe This Fall at the
Cottage
Information provided by: Ontario SPCA & The
Spruce & Dogster Tips
Pets and wildlife – Be aware!
With the start of fall, many people and their dogs hike
in cottage country to admire the autumn colours.
While admiring nature's beauty please be aware of
some of the dangers for Fido.
● With the wet summer we have had, the woods
abound with a wide variety of mushrooms. They
come in colours from white to bright vivid colours; all
potentially poisonous to Fido.
● As you enjoy the sights and smells of Fall, when
Fido meets a skunk your walk can be ruined.
Skunks are supposed to be nocturnal, but Fido can
usually find one. This is when a “leave it” command
comes in handy. If your dog is sprayed, check his
body for bites or scratches, and his eyes for redness or discharge. If an injury is found, contact
your vet. Tomato juice & vinegar just mask the smell
and don’t remove it. A better option is a solution of
hydrogen peroxide, baking soda & liquid soap in
warm water. Detailed instructions can be found at
https://www.thespruce.com/how-to-de-skunk-yourdog-1117448
●

Another danger is the porcupine. Quills have very
tiny one-way barbs along the shaft. This make is
easy for quills to keep moving... inward! Quills may
puncture through skin and muscle to enter body
cavities, puncturing organs and potentially causing
infection and abscesses. Your veterinarian is bestequipped to remove quills. Removing quills under
anesthesia reduces traumatic removal and quill
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Pets on the loose!
People sometimes think that in a cottage setting, pets
can be allowed to run at-large. The sad truth is that
many of these pets become lost. Pets need to be
safely confined to the cottage property and be
equipped with identification that carries the address
and phone number of your cottage. If your pet is
microchipped, contact the microchip company and
inform them of your weekend address and phone
number. Remember to have the phone number of the
local animal shelters and rescues & veterinary clinics
near your cottage. The Municipal by-law states that
dogs must be under owners's control at all times and
not allowed to wander.
Water safety
Lake conditions such as cold temperatures or strong
winds can make your dog tire more quickly. Always
keep a careful watch of your dog and in case of a
stronger current, keep your dog on a long line so they
stay close to shore.
Winterizing the Cottage
A small spill of antifreeze, a few stray mothballs that fall
out of your bins as you tote them around, and rodent
poisons placed at critical locations: these minor
occurrences can cause your dog major pain or even
death. When you use these kinds of items, please
remember that your dogs and puppies can be attracted
to these substances.
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Do you know where

Cottage Fire Safety

your septic system

A few tips from Wollaston

is??

Township Fire Department:

It's an important question, and you should know
the answer. Check your records or check with the
Township office. It is the responsibility of each
homeowner to ensure that their septic system is
working properly to protect the lake, the
environment, your health and your investment.
If you have recently purchased your lake home or
cottage, it is a good idea to have the system
inspected to determine if it needs to be pumped or
serviced. As a general rule, you should plan to
have your septic system inspected every three to
five years.
You should suspect a malfunctioning system if
there is a smell of sewage in the yard, if there is
ponding in the area of the leaching bed, or even if
the soil is unusually green or spongy. A failing
system may also cause your drains to slow or
your toilet to back up. If you are experiencing any
or all of these warning signs, please contact a
licenced sewage hauler as soon as possible. The
Township offers half price permits to repair or
replace a failing septic system.
If you suspect your septic system is failing, it is also
a very good idea to have your well water tested for
contaminants. The Hastings and Prince Edward
District Health Unit offers private well water testing
free of charge. Sample bottles can be obtained at
the Heath Unit in the Professional building of the
Bancroft Hospital at 1P Manor Lane. Water samples must be taken and delivered to the Health Unit
at this location on Tuesday or Thursday mornings.
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Know your location.
Please make sure that your visitors and renters
know the road name and 9-1-1 address of the
cottage. Have a note posted by the phone or in a
clearly visible location – just in case. Please also
make sure that your 9-1-1 sign is visible from the
road by clearing any obstructions.
Day burning restrictions.
Wollaston Township requires that
residents have a permit for all open
air fires. From April to November,
fires should be set after 6pm and
extinguished before 8am. Please
limit the size of your fire to less than one cubic
metre, and always have water and shovels
available to smother the fire when you are done.
If it is very windy or has been very dry, please
consider postponing your plans until fire
conditions are safer.
Cottages are houses too.
If you are not at the lake when we change our
clocks in the spring and fall, you may not think to
change the batteries in the smoke detectors and
CO alarms. Bring up some extra batteries next
trip; or even better, upgrade your alarms to the
new sealed battery units that need to be replaced
every 8-10 years.
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A Shout-Out to Our Road Captains
A great, big Thank You goes out to our dedicated Road Captains who support the Lake Association
each year. These fine folks volunteer a few hours of their time each summer to foster a sense of
community on their lanes / roads and on the lake. In the past year, our Road Captains delivered a
total of 15 Welcome Kits to new property owners, collected membership dues when their
neighbours preferred to pay in person, and generally served as ambassadors for the Lake Association. These
dedicated volunteers are:
Marilyn Brickles for Chescher Lane
Natalie Baker for Clayton Cove Lane and Road
Bruce Varty for Corral Post Lane
Anne Ireland for Ferguson Bay Lane
Rick & Celina Clark for Gilbert Bay, Sherwin Lanes and Mumby Lane
Beryl Lee for Kendon Lane
Mary Hogg for Lawrence Lane
Peggy Stewart for Maple Ridge Road
If you live on a road that doesn’t have a Road Captain, please consider becoming one. Being a Road Captain
doesn’t take much time and it is a great way to connect with your neighbours. If you are willing to give it a try,
please send an email to whlca.membership@gmail.com and we will be happy to get you set up.

We want to thank the organizers of the Young Stewards Wollaston
Lake summer camp! Our kids thoroughly enjoyed every minute of it!
It's a big compliment coming from our son who historically does not
like summer camps. This is a picture of Cave 2 at Warsaw Caves, the
highlight of our son's week of camp.
Angela & Tom Baltkois
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What to do if you find Zebra
Mussels?
Answer: Dispose of them in the
garbage or far enough from
shore that rain runoff cannot
reintroduce them into the lake

Do you rent your cottage?
New for 2018 - Renters
Guide with information
about Wollaston Lake & Coe
Hill. Available online this
winter and in print next
Spring (2018)

Do you like our newsletter?
● Let us know how we can
improve the newsletter.
● Ask us questions
● Send us your ideas for
articles.
email us at:
wlhca.news@gmail.com
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