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This fall I saw 
some of the 
most prominent 
northern lights 

ever at Wollaston Lake which adds 
to my memory bank of the many 
unique and memorable sights and 
sounds that our jewel of a community 
has to offer.

We often think of Wollaston Lake 
as our summer home and retreat. 
But there is something here every 
season. My son has grown to  
expect that we will create a skating 
rink on the lake in the winter for 
him to shinny with his friends. Our 
fall walks through the dramatic  
colours of the fall leaves the other 
day allowed us to come across and 
see a beautiful barred owl that was 
just sitting in a tree watching us. 
The spring run off and the icy small 
creeks and ponds in the forest make 
hiking in the spring an adventure.

If you are able I encourage you 
to experience our community 
throughout the year.
 
We had another great year at the  
association with a jam packed  
summer of activities. It never ceases 
to amaze me how much we can get 
done as a volunteer organization 
and while I sound like a broken 
record I can’t not thank the army 
of volunteers that make our events 
and activities possible. 
 

By Luke Mellors - Past President 

Past President’s
Message
Fall 2024
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The Milfoil Action Committee, 
The Belleville Diving Club, all the 
members of the WLHCA Executive 
and their friends and families we 
could not do it without you and so 
many others.

A couple of public service  
announcements:

The Waste Site has new hours as of 
November 1 (9-4pm Wednesday, 
Friday and Sunday)

There is a new CAO-Clerk for the 
township – Luke Williams
As it relates to our township we 
always encourage our members 
to contact our township council 
members (Mayor Fuerth, Deputy 
Mayor Ordanis, Councilor Mortimer, 
Councilor Fentie, Councilor Currie). 
From personal experience I know 
they all are willing to hear from 
constituents and listen to any  
concerns and suggestions.
 
We have had a very active season 
on the lake. Of note especially for 
the fishermen out there is work that 
has been done in conjunction with 
Watersheds Canada to support better 
nesting environment for spawning 
fish that will help protect and 
preserve the fish population. Shore-
line naturalization helps our fish 
population and we do encourage 
all property owners to consult your 
Love Your Lake report for ideas on 
improving your shore lands. If you 
are not aware of how to view your 
report please send us a note and we 
can assist you. WLHCA.news@
gmail.com. 

We continue to work on containing 
Eurasian Milfoil in our lake and are 
working with township and others 
on grant opportunities to increase 
the funding available for these 
activities. The team is looking at 
all options approved by the DFO to 
support how we combat this in our 
lake within our financial means.

At the August AGM the new  
Executive Slate was confirmed as:
• 	President: Vacant
• 	Past President: Luke Mellors
• 	Vice President: Mary Byrne
• 	Treasurer: Mike Benson
• 	Secretary: Casey Gallagher
• 	Lake Steward: Fred McConnell
• 	Director of Membership: Vacant-  	
	 Mary Byrne Acting
• 	Director of Communications: 	
	 Stacey-Ann Sukharrie
• 	Milfoil Action Committee: 
	 Joanne Pozniak
• 	Members at Large: 
	 Angela Baltkois, Spencer Bush, 	
	 Kathy Corvers, Carol Dalquist,
	 Peter Lennox, Nancy Sherwin

While the president role is vacant 
we have an incredibly strong  
leadership team anchored by  
Mary Byrne our Vice President. In  
addition, we have a new leadership 
team member in Stacey-Ann who 
has taken on the Director of  
Communication portfolio. I am 
confident in the team to continue 
the great work the WLHCA is  
doing on and off the lake.

I do want to thank the many people 
who have supported me over the 
last 5 years of leading this  
association. It was a pleasure to 
serve our community in a way that 
had a positive impact on both the 
lake and people that live here. It 
wasn’t always easy but it was  
definitely worth while.

As I step down I will be focusing 
on spending more time on my 
family. I will not be far and hope to 
be able to be active at events and 
continue to support the lake and 
community in any way I can.
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By Fred McConnell - Lake Steward
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As conveyed 
through the 
2021 Love Your 
Lake survey, 
fishing is one of 
the most popular 
recreational  

activities on Wollaston Lake (as 
well as a draw for tourists to our 
township). Therefore, the WLHCA, 
in 2024,expanded our habitat 
protection focus from the shoreline 
(riparian zone) to include the 
spawning beds of the Lake Trout 
and Walleye fish species. These 
species are limited to spawning on 
small to medium sized rock  
aggregate locations with an  
abundance of dissolved oxygen, 
due to consistent wave action. We 
were successful in our application 
for inclusion in Watersheds Canada 
fish habitat improvement program 
which commenced with an  
assessment, by one of their experts, 
of the MNRF identified spawning 
bed locations. The assessment 
recommended that the beds be 
cleaned/augmented with additional 
aggregate and that brush bundles 
be installed to provide hiding  
locations from predator species for 
the fry, after they hatch. Watersheds 
Canada were successful in funding 
the installation of 20 brush bundle 
in Wollaston Lake on September 
23 and WLHCA is submitting an 
application to TD Bank Friends of 
the Environment,with support from 
the Wollaston Township council, to 
fund the additional recommended 
actions. A big thank you to all who 
volunteered and watch for  
information on additional initiatives 

and opportunities to volunteer in this 
exciting area.

The 2024 season has also been a 
very busy and productive one for 
the WLHCA lake health initiatives. 
In addition to the many invasive 
species initiatives completed by the 
Milfoil Action Committee (MAC), 
expanded seasonal water quality 

testing and a major Trillium grant 
application is in process of  
completion.

DFO Aquatic Invasive Species 
Prevention Grant Application 
Status

The Wollaston Lake Home and 
Cottage Association (WLHCA) 
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successfully completed the  
submission of a lengthy grant  
application by the deadline of  
August 31, 2023. The national  
federal grant provides project funding 
for invasive species prevention and 
management, as well as species at 
risk habitat restoration for a  
maximum of three years with annual 
amounts not to exceed $250,000 
CDN. WLHCA’s submission has 
been accepted as a valid application 
on the list of projects not currently 
funded. 

The DFO confirmed that we put 
forward a strong grant application 
based on our track record of invasive 
species management over the last 
seven years, however, the number 
of valid projects far exceeds the 
federal funding that has currently 
been made available. We continue 
to monitor the status of this fund as 
to date, only two projects from The 
invasive Species Centre of Ontario 
and the Ontario Federation of 
Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) have 
received funding in Ontario.

Water Quality Testing and  
Community Outreach

As first communicated in the spring 
2022 newsletter, the just completed 
water quality testing season added 
water quality testing at additional 
points on the Wollaston Lake,  
watershed and other Township 
Lakes included in the water quality 
testing for the 2024 season. To be 
added to the program, additional 
water bodies need to provide a 
prime contact to be trained to  
conduct the future collection of 
water samples. 

At the request of the Wollaston 
Township Chief Building Official 
(CBO), in support of the septic  
re-inspection program, three additional 
sites continue to be monitored on 
Wollaston Lake in addition to the 
previous four sites for a total of 
seven sampling sites. Some sampling 
results have been received from 
the labs and all findings will be 
presented in the Spring 2025 
newsletter. The results received to 

date indicate a continued increase 
in nutrient levels in response to the 
increase in single period rainfall 
events. I’m certain 2024 will be 
remembered for its severe flooding 
events in Toronto. The water levels 
in Wollaston Lake were higher than 
average even with the CVCA  
periodically removing some of the 
logs from the dam.  

In the late spring of 2023, water 
quality restoration initiatives were 
commenced (at the request of a 
majority of the lake front property 
owners) on Urbach lake in  
consultation with the CVCA and the 
Trent Aquatic Research Program 
(TARP). A severe outbreak of  
filamentous algae on the lake (at 
times as much as 50% of the  
surface covered) has continued to be 
largely reversed over the summer 
of 2024. 

The summer of 2025 will see a 
continued focus on fish species 
abundance and the health of  
Wollaston Township lakes. As 
always initiatives we undertake are 
subject to available funding,  
volunteer participation and approval 
of permits by the DFO and MNRF. 
A review of our DFO permit will 
be initiated by our request to  
expand the total area that can be 
harvested and addressed with  
benthic mats as well as a further  
review of potential for Procellaco 
FX as an additional tool based on 
the single site (Farlain Lake)  
Ontario application to date.
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Thanks to 
the 47% of 
Wollaston 
Lake property 
owners, who 

supported the Association this year 
with a new or renewed membership. 
You are the 120 of the 255 properties 
on the lake who are our rock.

Thanks to the Road Captains who 
do an important job of knocking  
on their neighbours’ doors and  
encouraging everyone to participate. 
Beach Lane had the highest  
membership rate this year at 72% 
Well done Beach Lane!

The real estate market was slower 
again this year, with only 6 properties 
listed for sale, at the time of wiring 
this (September 23). This data is 
based on listings on Realtor.ca and 
may not include private sales that 
are not publicly listed.

Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) was held on Sunday  
August 11, at the Coe Hill Legion.

Fourteen member properties attended, 
with a total of 18 people. 6 of the 
22 roads were present - Beach, 
Corral Post, Kendon, Lawrence, 
Maple Ridge, and Sherwin.
Of the 4 Township Councilors who 
are eligible for membership, only 2 
paid their membership in 2024, and 
only 1 attended the AGM. This is 
disappointing to our Association 
Membership who are a significant 
constituency of the township 

By Mary Byrne - Director  
of Memberships

Municipal 
Update

property tax revenue and enjoy the 
opportunity to discuss issues.

The agenda for the meeting included 
reports from the Treasurer,  
Membership, Lake Steward, Milfoil 
Action Committee and Events. 

By vote at the meeting, the annual 
membership fee will increase by $5 
in 2025, to $40.

The slate of officers for 2025 is 
confirmed as:
•	 President: Vacant
•	 Past President: Luke Mellors
•	 Vice President: Mary Byrne
•	 Treasurer: Mike Benson
•	 Secretary: Casey Gallagher
•	 Lake Steward: Fred McConnell
•	 Director of Membership: Vacant - 	
	 Mary Byrne Acting
• Director of Communications: 	
	 Stacey-Ann Sukharrie
• 	Milfoil Action Committee:  
	 Joanne Pozniak
• Members at Large: Angela Baltkois, 

	 Spencer Bush, Kathy Corvers, 	
	 Carol Dalquist, Peter Lennox, 	
	 Nancy Sherwin

Where we have vacancies, I  
encourage anyone who may be 
interested to contact me to discuss 
the opportunities. The Member at 
Large role is an effective way to 
volunteer in as small or as large a 
capacity as you like, such as  
heading a specific task or event.  
(Regatta anyone?)

Mark your calendars for the 2025 
AGM scheduled for Sunday  
August 10, 2025, Coe Hill Legion. 
It will be summer again in a short 6 
months.

Mary Byrne
Vice President, and Director of 
Membership
WLHCA
wlhca.vicepresident@gmail.com
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Feels like it was 
just the other day 
we were putting 
in the yellow E. 
Milfoil markers in 
the lake and now 
we are all packed 
up and getting 

ready for the winter season! Well, 
time flies when we are having fun, 
and even though there is nothing 
fun about aquatic invasive species, 
the group that I worked with this 
season was fun!

THANK YOU to this year’s M.A.C 
members: Fred McConnell,  
Tracy McNaught, Angela Baltkois, 
George Berry, David and Elaine 
Sawicki, Kathy Corvers, and  
Michael Jain.

Please review the following sections 
as a brief but informative summary 
of the 2024 M.A.C Action Items 
along with special recognition to 
the dedicated community volunteers!

Education: 
•	 OPP and M.A.C: Water Safety	

and Clean, Drain, Dry  
presentation @ Coe Hill Public 
School June 26th 

•	 July Delegation to Wollaston 
Township Council

•	 @ the W.L.H.C.A. Annual 
BBQ 

•	 @ the W.L.H.C.A Annual  
General Meeting (AGM) Coe Hill 
Fair Grounds in partnership 
with Ontario Federation of 
Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) 
August 25, 2024 

 

*Information available throughout 
Coe Hill (library, grocery store, 
post office, township office and 
website, community news board) 

Fundraising(Grants, Cash and In 
Kind):

•	 Wollaston Township: $5000 
Granted this season!

•	 Ontario Grants: Aquatic Invasive 
Species Centre; $5000 Granted!

•	 *More grants to be written such 
as the TD Friends of the  
Environment Grant (DUE 
Jan.15th)

•	 Benthic Matt Installation: 
$10,000 In Kind Donation by 
Belleville Scuba Dive Club

•	 Whistle Safety Campaign: 
Sponsored by Jim Meyers  
General Contracting

•	 2024 Poker Run: Donation 
of $1530 to M.A.C and Lake 
Health Initiatives 

**WANT TO MAKE A PERSONAL 
DONATION to be put towards  
Milfoil Action Mitigation Efforts 
2025 Season? eTransfer monetary 
donations to WLHCA membership@
gmail.com, please indicate M.A.C 
donation in the memo**

Submitted by Joanne Pozniak, 
MAC Chair

	 Milfoil 
	 Action
	 Committee
	 2024 Season 		
	 Summary and 	
	 Next Steps
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ACTION Projects and VOLUNTEER 
Recognition:
 
NEW: E. Milfoil Snorkel and Clean 
Up in the “Narrows” July15
•	 SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

TO: Wayne Monkman, Lillian 
and Ben Pozniak for successfully 
removing 4 bins of harvested E. 
Milfoil in the narrows  
between Ferguson Bay and the 
Deer River (3rd lake).

 
Mechanical Harvesting July18&19:
•	 SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

TO: Fred McConnell, Luke 
Mellor, Joanne Pozniak, Kathy 
and Peter Lennox for collecting 
E. Milfoil fragments from their 
boats! Also, approximately 60 
cubic meters of milfoil were 
removed and provided to two 
local organic farmers! 

Belleville Scuba Dive Team  
installing Benthic Mats,  
Saturday, July21
•	 SPECIAL RECOGNITION TO: 

David Purdy, George O’Toole, 
David Currie, David Sawicki, 
and the Corvers Family for  
donating your boats and time!

•	 Luke Mellors, Byrne Family, 
Benson Family and Corvers 
Family for your hands, rocks, 
tools and docks!

•	 Sheila Currie and Fred McConnell 
for opening up your home and 
hosting another spectacular 
community event dockside! 

Poker Run, Sunday August4th
•	 SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

TO: Kathy Corvers and  

Mary Damstra for organizing 
this community lake event! 
$1530 was raised and was then 
donated to the W.L.H.C.A 
towards lake health and M.A.C 
action items around the lake, 
such as the purchase of benthic 
mats! 

Coe Hill Fair, Education Booth, 
Saturday August 24th
•	 SPECIAL RECOGNITION TO:  

Mary Byrne, Nancy Sherwin, 
Kathy and Peter Lennox,  
Stacey Ann Sukharrie, 
Luke Mellor, Fred McConnell 
and Joanne Pozniak who  
volunteered at the information 
booth on Saturday!

WHAT’S NEXT FOR M.A.C
The 2025 season hopes to be another 
successful one with community 
events and lake health at its focus! 
With continued community  
participation, M.A.C hopes to work 
on the following items:
•	 NEW: Fishing Derby
•	 NEW: Canada Day Parade 

Float
•	 Continued action research 

around the topic of aquatic 
herbicides and E. Milfoil  
Mitigation -Review and  
revision of our permits with the 
DFO to increase areas of focus 
(subject to funding availability)

•	 Mechanical Harvest and Benthic 
Matt Installation

•	 Poker Run
•	 Coe Hill Fair Education Booth

	
	 Benthic Matt Applications...Contact WLHCA Today!!

	 Are you a waterfront owner that would like to have a benthic matt 	
	 installed at your waterfront nevt summer?

	  
	

	 Please send a message ASAP to WLHCA via Facebook or email 		
	 regarding your interest and we will be in touch, as “Work in the Water 	
	 PERMITS must be approved by the MNRF and DFO.
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If you are interested in getting  
involved with this committee or 
other related topics such as lake 
health, educational resources,  
community events and contests, 
please contact us @:  
WLHCA.news@gmail.com
https://www.wollastonlakehome.com

CLEAN, DRAIN, DRY your
watercraft’s or we will have  
bigger problems than E. Milfoil in  
Wollaston Lake!!!  Be on the  
lookout for these…

Starry Stonewort 
(SSW) in Stoney 
Lake and Trent-
Severn Waterway  
Macroalgae, thin 
stems/branchlets 

similar to thick fishing line, white, 
star-shaped bulbils at the nodes, 
3-6 mm wide and can reach heights 
up to 10 meters in the water column. 
Reproduce by transfer of small 
fragments.* “Pillows” of SSW can 
restrict recreational  
activities entirely!

Water Soldier 
in the Trent 
River
Long, thin,  
serrated leaves 
in a rosette 

formation, flowers rise above the 
plant, have three white/green sepals 
and three white petals. Water Soldier 
can be submerged up to 5 m but 
floats to the surface in summer. 
This poses a threat to summer  
recreational activities such as  
fishing, boating, and swimming. 
Boat motors can break up plants 
allowing them to spread and invade 
new areas.

Spiny Water 
Flea found in 
all of the Great 
Lakes and 
smaller lakes in 

Ontario. Spiny Water Fleas is an  
invasive zooplankton that form 
large, jelly-like masses that can 
spread to other water bodies on 
commercial and recreational 
fishing equipment.  The Spiny  

Water Flea out competes native 
species for food, which can have 
cascading impacts to the entire 
food web.    
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Maybe you 
live in  
Wollaston 
year-round, 
or maybe 

you visit your Coe Hill home-
away-from-home in all four seasons. 
Either way, the Wollaston Public 
Library is here for you.

First, the basics: The Library is 
located on the grounds of the Coe 
Hill Public School, and is open 
from noon to 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday, and noon to 
3:00 p.m. on Wednesday. You can 
borrow materials for three weeks, 
and renewals are easy, either in 
person or by phone. Books can be 
returned to the Library or to the 
drop box out front.

The Library offers lots of services 
year-round:
•	Books (of course). Your librarian 
	 Kelly is constantly adding new 
 	titles, some hot off the press and 
	 some donated by kind Coe Hilers. 
	 There’s a range of fiction and 	
	 non-fiction titles to suit all interests, 
	 from engaging stories and local 
	 history through practical how-to 
	 materials.
	 •	Don’t forget the kids! We have 	
		  a great collection of books for 	
		  kids of all ages.
	 •	Not sure if we have what you 	
		  want? Go to the Library website 	
		  (at https://wollastonpubliclibrary 
		  ca/) and use the catalogue to 	
		  find what you need, and even 	
		  reserve materials for pick-up at 	
		  your convenience.
	 •	Into e-books or audio books? 	

		  We can help. The Overdrive 	
		  service (found on our website) 	
		  gives you access to hundreds 	
		  of books through the “Libby” 	
		  app. And there’s no need to 	
		  brave the wintery weather to 	
		  use this free service!

•	Movies (for those chilly nights). 	
	 We have a great selection of 	
	 DVDs, and also partner with 	
	 other libraries in a DVD pool that 	
	 brings in 100 fresh movies every 	
	 three months.
	 · We have movies for families 	
		  and kids, too! 

•	Puzzles (for those long winter 	
	 days). Borrow one and snuggle 	
	 in with family members to put 	
	 one together. 

•	Internet access (to stay connected) 
	 Use one of our computers or 
	 bring your own for free access 	

The Library in 
Winter

	 (even when the Library is closed 	
	 – the password is on the door). 

•	And programs for kids aren’t  
	 limited to the summer months! 
	 We will be offering crafts for 
	 kids on P.A. Days at the Library 
	 Upcoming dates are November 22 
	 January 31 and March 31. Save 
	 the dates!

Not a member yet? No problem. 
See Kelly to register for free; just 
show ID or proof of a Wollaston 
address. And speaking of “free”, 
using the Library costs nothing 
(though there is a small charge 
for some services, like printing or 
copying).

The Library is a warm and  
welcoming place. We hope to see 
you there in the cold months!
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YOUNG PLUMBING LTD

Ormsby, Ontario
(613) 334-5416

youngplumbing5416@gmail.com
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